
Sixth Form Transitions



Before we begin…



This assembly:

Everything you need to know before you finish your time in Year 11 
to prepare you for Year 12.

Next Steps letter has already been sent to you parents.

1. Transition Work
2. Enrolment
3. Uniform
4. Bursary
5. IAG – UCAS/Apprenticeships/Jobs



Transition Work

The difference in demand between GCSE (level 2) and A 
Level/BTEC (level 3) is huge. 

There is more on the specification than there is time to teach 
you in class.

You are expected to learn this yourself.

We have created a pack of resources to prepare you over the 
Summer.





Transition Work

https://www.st-josephs.slough.sch.uk/sixth-form/joining-us/transition-
resources/

Go to the webpage and find where it asks you to click to log 
in.

You will need to log in with your Microsoft 365 email address 
and password.

https://www.st-josephs.slough.sch.uk/sixth-form/joining-us/transition-resources/














Transition Work

You will have a baseline assessment in the first few weeks of 
term.

This will include content from the PiXL Progression booklets.

This will assess your suitability for the course.



Enrolment

When you receive your GCSE results on the 12th of August. 

Once you have them, you will see the Senior Leadership Team to 
officially sign-up to your courses. 

3 courses (A Levels, BTECs or a mixture of the two). Every 
student will automatically do EPQ. 

Subject to entry requirements - prospectus & on the school 
website.



Student Handbook

Available on 
Enrolment 

Day



Enrolment

When you receive your GCSE results on the 12th of August. 

Once you have them, you will see the Senior Leadership Team to 
officially sign-up to your courses. 

3 courses (A Levels, BTECs or a mixture of the two). Every 
student will automatically do EPQ. 

Subject to entry requirements - prospectus & on the school 
website.



Sixth Form Uniform Policy –
Preparing you for the world of work.

The next few pages will show illustrative examples of what 
our expectations are around uniform.

We have high expectations of what our students should look 
like; a future generation of leaders and those ready to shape 
the world. We require you to look professional.



Gentlemen
• White shirt, tucked in and top button 

done up.

• Smart Jumper –
White/Black/Grey/Red (optional) & 
not including turtle/roll neck or any 
patterns.

• A black, grey or blue suit with a 
blazer on at all times (classroom and 
field expectations).

• Smart black or brown Shoes –
trainers must not be worn inside the 
school building or during lesson time 
at any point. 

• No chains, bracelets, necklaces or 
pendants visible – watches 
encouraged.

No patterns – plain only



Ladies

• White/Black blouse or shirt –
shoulders must be covered 
and no t-shirts

• Black/grey smart dress (new).

• Smart Jumper –
White/Black/Grey/Red 
(optional) – shoulders must be 
covered

• Black/grey/blue blazer at all 
times.

• Headbands must be plain.

• Black/grey trousers/skirt –
this must just above the knee 
length (around an inch)

No patterns – plain white only.
No scoop necks or similar.

No patterns – no roll neck.



Make up, piercings, hair and nails

• Young adults and not children, 
therefore we know you will want 
to wear make-up, have nails etc. 
but please be conservative and 
professional.

• Make up – not too much.

• Nails – not too long.

• Piercings - nose rings are not acceptable, one simple stud only. Maximum of two per ear. 

• Hair – no lines in eyebrows or hair.



Outside attire

Coat, anorak or jacket (no denim, no leather, no leopard 
print, tracksuit tops or hoodies). Scarves that are plain 
and dark.

An example only.



Bursary

https://www.st-josephs.slough.sch.uk/sixth-form/about-
us/16-19-bursary-fund/

The 16-19 Bursary fund is designed to help support those 
young people who face the greatest barriers to continuing 
in education.

Bursary funds are to be used to help pay for the costs 
related to participation in full-time education. 

The eligibility is not just financial and many of our students 
benefit from it. Please find more information here: 

Available on 
Enrolment 

Day

https://www.st-josephs.slough.sch.uk/sixth-form/about-us/16-19-bursary-fund/


• Students who have family earnings* of less than 
£30,000 are eligible to receive some financial support 
from the bursary.

• Those students with a significant barrier to learning.

• Students whose families have a significant number of 
dependents (4 or more).

• Students who did not pass English and Maths and would 
like to complete a Long Term Industry Placement as 
part of the St Joseph’s Level 3 access offer.

• Students with significant distance to travel to school.



Access may be withheld if you do not comply 
with the School’s expectations on: 

• Behaviour

• Insufficient work

• Attendance to school

• Punctuality 

• Attendance to Online Tuition (can replace some Private 
Study)



Day to Day

Silent Private Study is part of your timetable and you are 
required to attend like every other lesson.

You have ID cards and you must sign in and out every time.

Every hour of study must be reflected by an hour of 
independent study.

You must check your email every single day.



University – what should I do now?

Research the subject(s) you would like to do and what that 
means (e.g. length of study, modules -
https://www.ucas.com/). 

Research the best universities for your subjects 
(https://www.theguardian.com/education/ng-
interactive/2020/sep/05/the-best-uk-universities-2021-
league-table). 

https://www.ucas.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/education/ng-interactive/2020/sep/05/the-best-uk-universities-2021-league-table


University – what should I do now?

Supercurriculum – how do I show that I am passionate and curious about the subjects 
I wish to study? 

Read/Watch/Listen – critically reflect on what you have learnt and how it impacts 
your existing understanding.

Work Experience – what skills and qualities did you develop?

MOOC – free, university-accredited online courses with Future Learn.

Educational Competitions and Events – Sutton Trust Summer Schools, Student 
Ladder.

Critical Thinking – the study of logic, forming and argument and analysis.



Careers

Find them via the links below and get in contact with those 
you like the look of:

https://www.ucas.com/understanding-apprenticeships

www.notgoingtouni.co.uk

https://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/

https://www.gov.uk/topic/further-education-
skills/apprenticeships

https://www.ucas.com/understanding-apprenticeships
http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/
https://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/topic/further-education-skills/apprenticeships


Careers Information 
and Guidance on our 
websitehttps://www.st-josephs.slough.sch.uk/sixth-form/after-the-6th-

form/careers/

https://www.st-josephs.slough.sch.uk/sixth-form/after-the-6th-form/careers/


A range of resources 
and opportunities.

LO1 – to understand how the super curriculum improves student opportunities.

LO2 – to explore the various super curriculum opportunities that are on offer at St Joseph’s and beyond.

LO3 – to create a super curricular plan to improve holistic development.



Here is what Cambridge 
Suggest:

https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/files
/publications/super-curricular_suggestions.pdf

Strong applicants to Cambridge and other competitive 
universities tend to have explored their chosen subject 
through wider reading outside the classroom, as well as 
doing very well in their GCSEs and A-levels. We call this 
sort of exploration ‘super-curricular’, as it builds on and 
enhances what you are studying in school. It is important 
to read critically by thinking carefully about the 
arguments, assumptions and evidence presented by the 
author. Reading is a great way to explore subjects that 
you find interesting

https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/files/publications/super-curricular_suggestions.pdf


Events and Courses

• Sutton Trust Pathways
• Sutton Trust UK University Summer School
• Sutton Trust US University Summer School
• Sutton Trust UK Apprenticeship Summer School
• Oxford Mentoring Scheme
• Eton Oxbridge Preparation Day
• Joe Organ – Brasenose College
• UNIQ
• PiXL Conferences ("Getting in to a Top University" and "Why Should We Make You 

an Offer?")
• Meet the Russell Group
• The Social Mobility Aspiring Professionals Programme
• Exhibitions  and Open Days (https://www.opendays.com/) 

LO1 – to understand how the super curriculum improves student opportunities.

LO2 – to explore the various super curriculum opportunities that are on offer at St Joseph’s and beyond.

LO3 – to create a super curricular plan to improve holistic development.

https://www.opendays.com/


Exhibitions  and Open Days

• Exhibitions/Lectures
• Eton Societies (sent via email)
• Thames Valley Learning Partnership (sent via email)
• Free Video Lectures (https://freevideolectures.com/)

• Open Days - https://www.opendays.com/

LO1 – to understand how the super curriculum improves student opportunities.

LO2 – to explore the various super curriculum opportunities that are on offer at St Joseph’s and beyond.

LO3 – to create a super curricular plan to improve holistic development.

https://freevideolectures.com/
https://www.opendays.com/


Massive Open Online Lectures

https://www.futurelearn.com/

LO1 – to understand how the super curriculum improves student opportunities.

LO2 – to explore the various super curriculum opportunities that are on offer at St Joseph’s and beyond.

LO3 – to create a super curricular plan to improve holistic development.

https://www.futurelearn.com/


The 
Reading 
List 2.0

A list of things to read, things to go 
see and careers guidance; compiled 
by your subject leaders.

LO1 – to understand how the super curriculum improves student opportunities.

LO2 – to explore the various super curriculum opportunities that are on offer at St Joseph’s and beyond.

LO3 – to create a super curricular plan to improve holistic development.

New and 
improved!



Sora App

LO1 – to understand how the super curriculum improves student opportunities.

LO2 – to explore the various super curriculum opportunities that are on offer at St Joseph’s and beyond.

LO3 – to create a super curricular plan to improve holistic development.



Electronic Library

To access the library please 
download the Sora app: 
www.soraapp.com

You will be brought to the 
following page:

We have recently purchased an online library for both the staff and students to use. The library 
is home to over 2000 books that you can take out for free.

Click on the green 
box. You will be re-
directed to another 
page where you will 
need to type in our 
school: St. Joseph’s 
Catholic High School

You will then be brought to a log-in page 
that looks like this:

 Please note that your user name and password is 
the same at your computer log in. For example:

• m.banks (first initial . surname)

• Your password is your St. Joseph’s password

http://www.soraapp.com/


Form Book 
Boxes

LO1 – to understand how the super curriculum improves student opportunities.

LO2 – to explore the various super curriculum opportunities that are on offer at St Joseph’s and beyond.

LO3 – to create a super curricular plan to improve holistic development.

Title and Author For students of

Film Form – Sergei Eisentstein Media Studies

Republic – Plato
Philosophy and Ethics, Politics & 

Law

Why Do Buses Come in Threes? Maths 

The Puzzle of Ethics – Peter Vardy Philosophy & Ethics

Introducing Psychology: A Graphic Guide to 
Your Mind and Behaviour – Nigel Benson

Psychology

Natives: Race and Class in the Ruins of Empire 
– Akala

History, Politics and Sociology

The Madness of Crowds: Gender, Race and 
Identity – Douglas Murray

Sociology

Powerdown: Options and Actions for a Post-
Carbon World – Richard Heinberg

Geography & Economics

Sapiens – Yuval Noah Harari Sociology, Biology and History

Adam Smith: What He Thought, and Why it 
Matters – Jesse Norman

Business Studies, Politics & 
Economics

Eats, Shoots and Leaves – Lynne Truss English Language

On Liberty – JS Mill Philosophy & ethics and Politics)

The Interpretation of Dreams – Sigmund Freud Psychology

Homage to Catalonia – George Orwell Spanish, Politics, History

On the Road – Jack Kerouac English Literature and Sociology



Oxford’s 
Digital 
Resources
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/un
dergraduate/increasing-access/ug-
digital-resources/students-over-16

LO1 – to understand how the super curriculum improves student opportunities.

LO2 – to explore the various super curriculum opportunities that are on offer at St Joseph’s and beyond.

LO3 – to create a super curricular plan to improve holistic development.

What’s available?

Resources from Oxford
- Oxplore
- Subject Specific (see right –

in uni)
- General Resources
- Applying to Oxford (for all 

top unis)

Recommended External 
Resources
- General Resources
- Museums and Galleries
- Subject Specific (external)

https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/increasing-access/ug-digital-resources/students-over-16


Oxford’s 
Events

https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/un
dergraduate/increasing-
access/events-calendar

LO1 – to understand how the super curriculum improves student opportunities.

LO2 – to explore the various super curriculum opportunities that are on offer at St Joseph’s and beyond.

LO3 – to create a super curricular plan to improve holistic development.

https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/increasing-access/events-calendar


Student 
Ladder Bank 
of  
Competitions
https://www.studentladder.co.uk/y
ear-12/entering-competitions/

Why take part in 
competitions?

- Show your competitive 
edge.

- Show your qualities and 
skills.

- Show the creative talent 
you have in your discipline.

- Develop the highest of 
thinking skills with 
composition.

- Practice makes perfect.

LO1 – to understand how the super curriculum improves student opportunities.

LO2 – to explore the various super curriculum opportunities that are on offer at St Joseph’s and beyond.

LO3 – to create a super curricular plan to improve holistic development.

https://www.studentladder.co.uk/year-12/entering-competitions/


Oxford’s 
Competitions

https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/un
dergraduate/applying-to-
oxford/teachers/academic-
competitions-schools-and-colleges

LO1 – to understand how the super curriculum improves student opportunities.

LO2 – to explore the various super curriculum opportunities that are on offer at St Joseph’s and beyond.

LO3 – to create a super curricular plan to improve holistic development.

https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford/teachers/academic-competitions-schools-and-colleges


Oxplore

• https://oxplore.org/

• https://youtu.be/oFdh7xk3FgE How does it work?

Choose a question, select an 
answer and delve into  the 
curated information that 
Oxplore have provided to 
support arguments from 
both sides.

Use the 
template on 

the next page 
to make notes.

LO1 – to understand how the super curriculum improves student opportunities.

LO2 – to explore the various super curriculum opportunities that are on offer at St Joseph’s and beyond.

LO3 – to create a super curricular plan to improve holistic development.

https://oxplore.org/
https://youtu.be/oFdh7xk3FgE


Critical Thinking

• Thursday – 8am – A5 with Mr Clark

• “The study of ‘logic’ in order to 
seek truth”.

• Essential for the Oxbridge, LNAT, 
BMAT, UCAT and achieving A*-B.

LO1 – to understand how the super curriculum improves student opportunities.

LO2 – to explore the various super curriculum opportunities that are on offer at St Joseph’s and beyond.

LO3 – to create a super curricular plan to improve holistic development.



Crash Course Subject Playlists: 

Anatomy -
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/anatomy
Astronomy -
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/astronomy
Scientific History 1 -
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/bighistory
Scientific History 2 -
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/historyofscience
Biology - https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/biology
Entrepreneurship -
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/businessentrepre
neurship
Employability -
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/businesssoftskills
Chemistry -
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/chemistry
Computer Science -
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/computerscience
Geography -
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/ecology
Engineering -
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/engineering

European History -
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/europeanhistory
Film Studies - https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/film
Media Literacy -
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/medialiteracy
Literature - https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/literature
Critical Consumer of Online Information -
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/navigatingdigitalinfo
Philosophy & Ethics -
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/philosophy
Physics - https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/physics
Psychology - https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/psycholog y 
Sociology - https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/sociology
Statistics - https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/statistics
Performing Arts -
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/theaterdrama
US History - https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/ushistory
World History -
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/worldhistory1
World History 2 -
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/worldhistory2

LO1 – to understand how the super curriculum improves student opportunities.

LO2 – to explore the various super curriculum opportunities that are on offer at St Joseph’s and beyond.

LO3 – to create a super curricular plan to improve holistic development.

https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/anatomy
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/astronomy
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/bighistory
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/historyofscience
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/biology
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/businessentrepreneurship
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/businesssoftskills
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/chemistry
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/computerscience
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/ecology
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/engineering
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/europeanhistory
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/film
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/medialiteracy
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/literature
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/navigatingdigitalinfo
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/philosophy
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/physics
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/psycholog
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/sociology
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/statistics
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/theaterdrama
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/ushistory
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/worldhistory1
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/worldhistory2


Ted Talks

• https://www.ted.com/talks

Select a video that is related to your subject area or even for 
general interest. Remember to make notes and reflect on how it 
impacts your existing learning.

LO1 – to understand how the super curriculum improves student opportunities.

LO2 – to explore the various super curriculum opportunities that are on offer at St Joseph’s and beyond.

LO3 – to create a super curricular plan to improve holistic development.

https://www.ted.com/talks

