
Newsletter 8th May 2026 

 

Head Teachers Message  

Dear Parents and Carers,   

Hope you are all safe and well. Click HERE for the headteacher message for Friday 08th May 

2026 

Please like and subscribe to be made aware of all new and exciting St Josephs content.  

St Joseph, pray for us. 

Miss Riddles 

https://youtu.be/ASKU2hwRrh0


34. Theme of the week 10th May 2026 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ascension Thursday - Mass at 12.05pm in the Chapel 

This Thursday is Ascension Thursday, a Holy Day of Obligation within the Catholic Church. Fr 

Joseph (Parish Priest from Holy Redeemer Church) will be coming in to celebrate Mass in the 

school Chapel during lunch and reading for any student who wishes to attend. A link will be 

sent to all students via ClassCharts on Monday at 4pm to sign up. If you wish for your child 

to attend please do encourage them complete the link so they can be registered. 



Year 7 News 

 to Year 7 for another fantastic week at school. Students achieved an impressive 95% 

positive points score alongside an excellent attendance figure of 96% — a real reflection of 

their hard work, commitment and positive attitude. 

A special well done also goes to the Year 7 football team, who represented the school 

brilliantly in the Slough District Cup Final. The team played exceptionally well and were 

narrowly defeated on penalties. We are incredibly proud of their teamwork, resilience and 

sportsmanship throughout the competition. 

We are also delighted to share that Mr Cooper-Santos will be returning to school next week 

following his paternity leave. 

Year 7, you have all done your home proud — keep up the excellent work! 

 

Mr Walsh 

Year 8 News 

Year 8 have had another highly successful week, and I am delighted with the positive 

attitude and commitment shown by students across the school. This week, students 

achieved an outstanding 900 positive points, reflecting the excellent effort, behaviour, and 

engagement demonstrated in lessons and throughout the wider school community. A huge 

well done to all students for contributing to such a positive and productive week. 

I am also pleased to see that Year 8 students are continuing to improve in completing 

homework regularly and on time. This growing consistency is having a positive impact on 

learning and progress across all subjects. I encourage students to continue their hard work 

and maintain these excellent habits moving forward. Thank you, as always, for your 

continued support. 

Have a lovely weekend! 

Mrs Viegas - Head of Year 8 

Year 9 News 

It has been a fantastic week for Year 9, with students working incredibly hard and continuing 

to show great pride in our school community. It was brilliant to see so many of you 

competing so enthusiastically in the House competition today and representing your houses 

so well.  



A special congratulations must also go to Teresa House for their amazing assembly. It was 

clear how much effort had gone into it, and it made me incredibly proud to see so many 

students involved and performing with confidence.  

I am also delighted to share that homework Xs have dropped from 33 last week to just 8 this 

week, keep the good work up! 

Look after your loved ones 

Mr Hunt – Head of Year 9 

Year 10 News 

Thank you to all parents and carers who attended Parents’ Evening—there were some 

excellent conversations about progress, targets, and how we can work together to secure 

strong outcomes for the rest of Year 10. 

This week, behaviour showed a real improvement, with 91% positive points and a reduction 

in negative points compared with last week.  Homework in particular improved significantly 

(10 Homework Xs this week compared with 28 the previous week), so thank you for 

reinforcing routines at home.  We did, however, see some issues around punctuality and 

being out of class at certain points in the day, so please continue to support the expectation 

that students are on time and where they should be. 

A key message as we move forward: Year 10 should start revising now. Students have had an 

assembly explaining the revision strategies we use at St Joseph’s and they know exactly what 

effective revision looks like. Please support at home by encouraging short, regular revision 

sessions each week, alongside consistent homework completion. 

Attendance this week was 92%, which is lower than we want at this point in the GCSE 

journey.  Every lesson matters now, so please do all you can to ensure students are in school, 

on time, and ready to learn 

Have a great weekend. God bless. 

Mr Whiteside - Head of Year 10 

Year 11 News 

This week has been extremely busy. A huge well done to all Year 11 GCSE Art students; your 

final pieces looked fantastic, and you should be incredibly proud of what you have achieved. 

Next week marks the moment we have been talking about since I became your Head of Year: 

the start of the GCSE exams. 



I would like to wish all Year 11 students the very best of luck. The way you have conducted 

yourselves in lessons and interventions over the past few months has made me immensely 

proud, and you should feel confident going into the exam period. 

Mrs Araf will be sending out a weekly timetable outlining morning (before exams) and 

afternoon intervention sessions. Please make sure you read this carefully and familiarise 

yourselves with it. 

During the exam season, please remember to: 

• Arrive at school on time : students must line up behind the Sports Hall at 8:20am for 

morning exams and 12:40pm for afternoon exams 

• Get a good night’s sleep 

• Eat breakfast and stay well hydrated 

You’ve worked hard; now it’s time to show what you can do. 

Have a lovely and restful weekend :) 

Miss Joseph – Head of Year 11  

Year 12 News 

It has been a great week for Year 12, and this has been reflected in the number of positive 

points they have earned. I want to send a huge thank you to all the students for St. Joseph's 

day. The way you conducted yourselves was amazing and the primary school you visited 

were full of praise for all your efforts.  

Next week marks the start of the national exams and students studying Criminology, BTEC 

qualifications and those resitting GCSE English and Maths will be sitting exams. I wish you 

the best of luck, you should be well prepared but if you have any concerns at all please see 

you subject teachers who will be able to support you a this time. As with all exams it is 

important you get a good nights sleep, have breakfast on the morning of your exam and 

make sure you arrive in good time so that there are no last minute panics. Students must 

line up behind the Sports Hall at 8:20am for morning exams and 12:40pm for afternoon 

exams   

I hope you all have a great weekend, 

Mrs Finn – Head of Year 12 



Year 13 News 

This week the students have been focusing on finishing off their final pieces of coursework 

and EPQ projects before they are sent off to the examination boards for moderation.  A 

number of exams also started this week including Art and Music.  Parents, please do make 

sure (as we will also do) that your son or daughter knows what exams they have on what day 

and time and where they should be.  We don't want any nasty surprises!  

On the final day of this Half Term (22nd May) there will be a celebration assembly with Year 

13 to reflect on their time in Sixth Form with many treats in store.  Until then I cannot stress 

the importance of being in school at all times in all lessons enough.  There will be plenty of 

time for independent study in a few weeks time but for now, every teacher is on hand 

offering quality coaching and last minute feedback that the students simply cannot get at 

home.  It is vitally important that the students maintain the same high level of attendance.   

I would appreciate your support with this.  

Have a great weekend! 

Miss Stevens – Head of Year 13  

Students of the Week 

Year 7: The students with the most positive points are Amelia KYC and Inigo Narvaez 

Year 8: Ana Prepelita & Chrysler Fernandes for a positive week. 

Year 9: Riley Henshall & Amelia Lipnicka  

Year 10: Karolina Ceberek and David G 

Year 11:  James Mpungu and Ela Suleyman for receiving the most positive points  

Year 12:  Max Bogacki for being an excellent role model in private study and Vince 

Lacsamana for living out the St. Joseph's values on a daily basis 

Year 13: Ana Passos and Kasper Malina for the most positive points on Classcharts. 

 

Exam's Office News 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 



  

As we are now in the midst of the exam season, I am writing to ensure students have 

everything they need to perform at their best. 

To stay fully prepared, please encourage your child to check their school timetable daily. This 

remains the most reliable way to stay informed of any last-minute scheduling updates, room 

changes, or equipment requirements. 

A gentle reminder that all students must line up promptly behind the sports hall before 

each exam. Being prepared and on time is the first step toward a calm and successful 

performance. 

If you or your child have any questions or concerns, our Exams Office team is available to 

assist you—please do not hesitate to reach out. 

We are incredibly proud of the dedication our students have shown throughout their 

preparations. We wish them all the very best of luck with their assessments in the coming 

days. 

  

Kind regards, 

Ms. S. Dar 

Exams Office 

How We Learn - Attention Comes First  

The idea: Children only learn what they pay attention to. Before anything can be 

remembered, it has to be noticed and focused on. If attention isn’t there, learning doesn’t 

happen.  

What this means at home: Even short periods of distraction can mean your child: 

• misses key instructions 

• doesn’t fully understand homework 

• forgets things quickly 

 This isn’t always about ability; it’s often about attention.  

How you can help at home: Create a distraction-free space 

• Turn off TVs and reduce background noise 

• Keep phones out of reach during homework time 



Ask yourself: when they study, is there anything that is competing for their attention?  

Use short, focused bursts 

• 20–30 minutes of focused work is more effective than long, distracted sessions 

• Build in short breaks between tasks so that attention can be maintained across the 

day 

 Questions about their learning/homework that focus their attention and more focused 

thinking creates stronger memory: 

Ask: 

• “What is your homework about? What is your goal for this piece of work?” 

• “What does the question as your to do?” 

• “Can you explain that word to me? Can you use it in a sentence?” 

• “If you are stuck, what resources can help you?” 

 Talking helps focus attention and strengthens understanding. At home, small routines like 

these make a big difference to how much your child remembers.  

How We Learn - Working Memory is Limited The idea:  

humans can only think about a small amount of information at one time. Working memory is 

the part of the brain responsible for holding and processing information in the moment. 

When too much information is presented at once, children can become overloaded and 

learning becomes more difficult.  

What this means at home  

Children may struggle with revision because they are trying to manage too much thinking at 

once, for example there are too many distractions, they try to multitask or they try to learn 

too much new information at once. 

How you can help at home 

       Break tasks into smaller chunks  

Large tasks can feel overwhelming. 

Instead of:“Revise Science.”Try: 

• “Spend 15 minutes learning key words first.” 

• “Now answer two questions using those key words.” 

Completing one step at a time helps children think more clearly.  



Encourage them to write things down 

Working memory is limited, so children should not try to hold everything in their head at 

once. 

Helpful strategies include: 

• checklists 

• short notes 

• highlighting key information 

• writing down steps for a task 

 Avoid multitasking Trying to revise while messaging friends, listening to videos, or checking 

phones places extra pressure on working memory.Focusing on one thing at a time helps 

learning stick.  

Ask questions that reduce overload 

Try asking: 

• “What is the first step?” 

• “What part feels confusing?” 

• “Can you explain this one section to me?” 

• “What do you already know that could help?” 

 Why this works 

Children learn more successfully when learning is introduced gradually rather than all at 

once. 

Breaking learning into manageable steps reduces overload and helps knowledge move into 

long-term memory.  

Key takeaway 

Children learn best when complexity is introduced one step at a time. 



Football Round Up  

 

 

 



 

 

As another football season comes to a close, it has been fantastic to see so many students 

representing the school.  

Year 7 had an outstanding season, remaining unbeaten throughout the campaign and 

narrowly losing the league final to Trevelyan on penalties. Although they unfortunately fell at 

the final hurdle, they should be incredibly proud of what they achieved. Well done to 

everyone who took part in the fixtures this season. 

Year 8 also enjoyed a brilliant season, narrowly losing the Slough District Cup Final against 

Trevelyan. Their highlight was an exceptional run in the National Cup, reaching the 4th 

Round and placing roughly amongst the top 80 schools nationally at Year 8 level. 

Year 9 unfortunately exited the National Cup in the first round, but still had a positive and 

competitive season overall with plenty of encouraging performances. 

Year 10 also suffered a first-round National Cup exit, but responded well with a strong run in 

the Slough Cup, eventually being knocked out at the semi-final stage. 

Year 11 were knocked out of the National Cup in the second round by a very strong Windsor 

Boys side, who they also faced in the Slough Cup Final, unfortunately finishing runners-up on 

that occasion as well. 



Overall, it has been a fantastic season of football across all year groups. Thank you to all 

students, staff and supporters involved throughout the year. 

Mr Hunt  

Design and Technology Department 

'THIS IS THE BEST THING I HAVE EVER TASTED!' What an accolade made by year 7 this week 

as they did a sensory analysis of their cheesecakes. Just in case you have forgotten or 

misplaced or missed out on the deliciousness....... 

 

Year 8- 6Rs 

Year 8 have been considering sustainability and how we can be strive to be more sustainable 

as consumers and designers. They created posters and moving displays focussed on 

promoting a particular aspect of Sustainable design. Well done Year 8. We have now moved 

on to learn about structures and forces. 

 



 

 

 



 

Year 10 

Year 10 have come to the end of their 'Love to Read' unit which they started on World book 

day. Pupils had to select a book and make a toy which would further encourage early readers 

on their reading journeys, promoting a love of reading through play. 

 



 

 



 

 

D&T club 

Make-It club continues on Monday after the Mayday break.  



D+T Stars 

Well done to Luis Guce, Emery Langit, Amelia Kyc and Victoria Janus for being Active and 

curious in lessons and achieving many positive points this fortnight.  

Science Club 

 

 

 

 



Science club- ''Spaghetti Marshmallow Structure''Our students had a fantastic time making 

the Spaghetti Marshmallow structure, where creativity, teamwork, and problem-solving 

were put to the test. They particularly enjoyed the challenge of balancing the marshmallow 

on top and quickly learned the importance of strong foundations and teamwork. 

Celebrating Culture and Identity  

 

We believe that every culture, language, tradition, and story matters. Culture helps shape 

who we are, how we see the world, and how we connect with others. Taking time to 

celebrate and learn about different backgrounds helps build understanding, respect, 

confidence, and a stronger sense of community. 

As we prepare to celebrate our Multi-Cultural Day on Friday 22nd May 2026, we would love 

to encourage parents and carers to continue conversations at home about family origin, 

heritage, traditions, languages, food, music, faith, and personal stories. These conversations 

help young people develop pride in their identity while also appreciating the diverse 

experiences of others. 

We encourage students to speak to family members about: 

• Where their family comes from 



• Cultural traditions or celebrations 

• Languages spoken at home 

• Traditional clothing, music, or food 

• Important values or stories passed through generations 

Our aim is for every student to feel seen, valued, and proud of who they are while learning 

from the rich diversity within our school community. 

We look forward to celebrating together through performances, cultural displays, traditional 

dress, food, music, and shared experiences. 

Ms Ura  

NFL 

Massive congratulations to Vanessa Buda for making the Jets Elite Team and representing 

London! Vanessa will have the opportunity to play in New York in August against different 

American teams. Everyone at St Joseph's is extremely proud 

Dates for the diary 

Upcoming PE dates;  

Monday 11th May- Yr 7/8 District Athletics 

Wednesday 13th May- Yr 9/10 District Athletics 

Tuesday 19th May- Yr 10 rounders vs Herschel (H) 

Wednesday 20th May- Kinball  

Thursday 21st May- SEND Football  

Thursday 21st May Yr 9 rounders tournament @ St Bernards 



A Message from The GEMS Team 

 



Face Family Advice 

 

Face Family Advice | online parenting classes 

Help St Joseph's win £1000 for books 

 

https://www.facefamilyadvice.co.uk/


 To celebrate the 2026 National Year of Reading, we're giving away even more prizes. Each 

week until 24th June, we'll pick a flash winner to receive a £100 National Book Tokens gift 

card for their school and £25 for themselves – that's seven more chances to win! 

Please click HERE for the entry page. 

Weekly Student Competition – Get Involved! 

       School Puzzle Creator Contest! 

Do you know St Joseph's inside out? Put your creativity to the test by designing a puzzle all 

about school life! Create a crossword, word search, riddle, or brain teaser based on subjects, 

teachers, clubs, or memorable moments around school. 

The winning puzzle will be featured in the next newsletter for everyone to solve—and the 

creator will receive 10 positive points! 

Make sure to include the answers and submit your entry by Thursday 14th May to Mrs 

O'Leary (T.Oleary@stjosephs.slough.sch.uk).  

Get creative and challenge your classmates! 

 

Congratulations to Ayden R (7P) for winning this weeks competition. 10 positive points are 

coming to you!  

https://newsletters.booktokens.co.uk/c/17hOF72Kpk2CSHOaUPGRLRjQCU
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools-prize#form


Knife Crime Awareness Week 19th to 25th May 2025 

 

Knife Crime Awareness Week will take place from 19th to 25th May 2025. This week aims to 

raise awareness and educate the public about the risks associated with knife crime and the i

mportance of prevention efforts.  

 

• For this Slough Council is hosting a free live Q&A Webinar during Knife Crime 

Awareness Week with BenKinsella Trust - The Ben Kinsella Trust - Real Stories, Real 

People LIVE Q&A webinar | Thursday 21st May @ 6:30-8pm. Sign up to get the 

necessary joining details. 

 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=47e173adcf9fd31ff9c479a48d5fa62adfd872f3efa332f9a4918e8c65849c9fJmltdHM9MTc3NzQyMDgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=12b3aa7d-26e5-61b7-33dc-bd3427116042&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cua25pZmVjcmltZWF3YXJlbmVzc3dlZWsub3JnLnVrLw&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=47e173adcf9fd31ff9c479a48d5fa62adfd872f3efa332f9a4918e8c65849c9fJmltdHM9MTc3NzQyMDgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=12b3aa7d-26e5-61b7-33dc-bd3427116042&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cua25pZmVjcmltZWF3YXJlbmVzc3dlZWsub3JnLnVrLw&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=47e173adcf9fd31ff9c479a48d5fa62adfd872f3efa332f9a4918e8c65849c9fJmltdHM9MTc3NzQyMDgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=12b3aa7d-26e5-61b7-33dc-bd3427116042&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cua25pZmVjcmltZWF3YXJlbmVzc3dlZWsub3JnLnVrLw&ntb=1
https://benkinsellatrust.beaconforms.com/form/93879ced
https://benkinsellatrust.beaconforms.com/form/93879ced


• During the Knife Crime Awareness Week, Thames Valley Police and Slough Borough 

Council are collaborating to host an anti-knife 

crime football match between community members and the police. It will take place 

at Arbour Park on Friday 22nd May and doors will open at 5:30pm for a 7pm kick off. 

No Knives, Just Vibes: Community Football Against Knife Crime 

Support a positive message and an unforgettable evening of community football by joining 

us for the Anti‑Knife Crime Community Football Match on Friday 22nd May. Gates open at 

5:30pm, with kick-off at 7:00pm. 

Held under the motto “No Knives, Just Vibes,” this free event brings together Thames Valley 

Police and local community members for a friendly but meaningful match. Beyond 

the football, there will be a range of activities for young people to enjoy, including virtual 

reality experiences, arts and crafts, and opportunities to learn more about knife crime 

prevention in a safe, positive environment. 

This is a family-friendly event, open to all, with no tickets required. Come along to show your 

support, enjoy the football, and be part of a community united for change. 

#BallOverBlades #SaferSloughPartnership 

Any questions, kindly ask Mrs Ossei -Brainoo on j.ossei-brainoo@st-josephs.slough.sch.uk 

I Can do Maths 

Solution to last Week’s Puzzler 

 



 

Solution to the Break-time Teaser: 

 

Puzzler of the week 

 

Break-Time Teaser 

 

Send your answers to Mr Allinson. Complete answers will get positive points on Class Charts. 



Menu 

summer week 2 

 

 

Clubs 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Term Dates 
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