
 

Newsletter 2nd October 2026 

Head Teachers Message  

Dear Parents and Carers,   

Hope you are all safe and well. Click HERE for this weeks Head Teacher Message.  

Please like and subscribe to be made aware of all new and exciting St Josephs content.  

St Joseph, pray for us. 

Miss Riddles 

https://youtu.be/RIAGju5eUyY


6. Theme of the Week Sheet - 4th October 2026 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Year 7 News 

Well done to Year 7 on another positive week. It has been fantastic to see so many of you 

getting involved in school life, particularly by representing the school in sporting fixtures and 

attending the wide range of after-school clubs on offer. Keep taking advantage of these 

opportunities and trying something new! 



A polite reminder to all students to pack your school bag the night before and check that you 

have everything you need for the following day. We are currently seeing a high number of X's 

being awarded for missing equipment, which can easily be avoided with a little preparation. 

Please make sure you arrive each morning ready and fully equipped to learn. 

Keep up the excellent work! 

Have a lovely weekend :) 

Miss Joseph - Head of Year 7 

Year 8 News 

Hi all,  

I hope we have all had a lovely week! 

Just a push from the tutors and I. Please can you ensure that you are checking your child's 

ClassCharts for Positive Points, Homework and any potential Negative points. It is really 

important to use that you all check frequently so you know the full landscape of how your child 

is doing.  

If you are having any issues with logging in then please let your child's tutor know 

Have a lovely weekend 

 Mr Cooper-Santos - Head of Year 8 

Year 9 News 

Year 9 have had another positive week, receiving an impressive 1,570 points. It is wonderful to 

see them continuing to work hard, and demonstrate positive behaviour in lessons and around 

the school. I would like to remind all parents and students to check ClassCharts regularly for 

homework updates. Please ensure that homework is completed on time and to a high standard, 

helping students to remain organised and make consistent progress. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support and encouragement. It is greatly appreciated 

and plays an important role in helping our students achieve their best. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Mrs Viegas - Head of Year 9 



Year 10 News 

Another fantastic week for Year 10, with students continuing to settle into KS4 and show a 

positive attitude towards their learning. 

It has been lovely to see so many students getting involved in today’s House Competition,  it is 

great to see Year 10 representing their Houses so positively. 

One area I would like to see some improvement in is homework. We are starting to see a few 

more homework X’s being accumulated than I would like. Please continue to remind students of 

the importance of completing homework on time and to the best of their ability. 

As always, look after your loved ones,  

Mr Hunt - Head of Year 10 

Year 11 News 

There are some encouraging signs in Year 11 this week, but also a number of areas where we 

need continued support from home. The year group achieved 621 positive points, with an 

overall behaviour ratio of 84% positive to 16% negative. While there have been improvements 

in several behaviour categories, our expectations remain high and we need students to 

demonstrate greater consistency across every lesson. 

Homework remains a key priority 

Homework continues to be one of our biggest concerns. Too many students are still receiving 

XHs for work that has not been completed or submitted to the expected standard. In Year 11, 

this needs to change quickly. Homework is an essential part of GCSE preparation and students 

cannot afford to repeatedly miss opportunities to practise, consolidate and revise their learning. 

To provide additional support, every Monday I will be running a voluntary Year 11 Homework 

Hour in T9 (RE). Students are welcome to attend and use the time to complete outstanding 

work, organise themselves for the week ahead or simply work in a quiet and purposeful 

environment. I would strongly encourage students who are struggling to keep on top of 

homework to make use of this opportunity. 

Parents can help enormously by checking ClassCharts regularly, discussing deadlines with their 

child and ensuring that homework is completed on time and to a high standard. 

Attendance and punctuality 



Overall attendance this week was 94.39%, which remains below where we need it to be in a 

GCSE year. We also recorded 34 instances of lateness across the year group. Every lesson 

matters at this stage, and repeated absence or lateness very quickly adds up to significant lost 

learning. 

Please continue to ensure that students arrive at school on time, every day, unless there is a 

genuine reason for absence. 

School photographs 

Year 11 also had their school photographs this week. Students were given information 

containing a QR code which parents and carers can use to access the photographs. Please make 

sure you ask your child for this information if you would like to view or order their photographs. 

Recognising success 

Congratulations this week to David G and Loikita, our Students of the Week, who have both had 

excellent weeks and accumulated lots of positive points. They will each receive some chocolate 

and a positive phone call home in recognition of their efforts. 

We continue to see many Year 11 students making excellent choices and working extremely 

hard. The challenge now is consistency. With GCSEs approaching, there is no time to waste: 

attendance, homework, punctuality, intervention and effort all matter. 

 

Effort turns potential into achievement. 

God Bless, 

Mr Whiteside - Head of Year 11 

Year 12 News 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This week all subjects have now been confirmed and locked in with Year 12 - so whatever they 

are now studying is what they will be studying with us for the next two years.  We have 

remained open to some last minute changes in September, but we do trust now that everyone 

is happy with the courses that they are taking and enjoying their chosen studies.   

Students all have their lanyards now and should be wearing these around school, using them to 

sign in and out each day.  Just to make you aware, if students have no timetabled lesson period 



5 then they are allowed to leave school and go home at 2.15pm after reading time - but only if 

they have no lesson and this is the earliest that you should ever see them at home.   

Preparations are being made for their first baseline assessments and reports which will come 

out early next Half Term to give some clear early indicators about how they are getting on.  

There have been quite a lot of absences this week due to a few illnesses going around; 

obviously if your son or daughter is too unwell to come to school then the best place for them 

to be is at home.  However, in this instance, please can you call in early or leave a message on 

Classcharts to ensure that their absence is authorised.  It needs to come from parents and 

carers for this to happen.  Equally, if you think they could push themselves to come in this would 

be the ideal option, as their attendance needs to be at 95% or above in Sixth Form, and days at 

home mean a lot of missed content to catch up on later on.   

With regards to iPad - all students should have an iPad to use by now - these can be obtained 

from the school after a deposit has been paid on ParentPay.  If there are financial concerns then 

please ask your son or daughter to obtain a Bursary Application Form from the Sixth Form Team 

and we will see how we can best support them with this.   

Essentially, if you need anything or have any concerns then do get in touch. 

Have a great weekend! 

Miss Stevens - Deputy Head of Sixth Form 

Mrs Finn - Head of Sixth Form 

Year 13 News 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

The deadline for Early Entry UCAS applications is fast approaching with those students affected 

having already sat entrance examinations and finalising their personal statements.  Please be 

assured that we are providing these students with all the support they might need for this.  For 

those applying for University but not doing Early Entry, it is still wise for them to now consider 

submitting their application as soon as possible.  Please do have conversations with your son or 

daughter about their University choices - we are happy to authorise a day off for them where 

necessary if they would like to visit an institution to look around and find out whether it might 

be the right place for them.  Alternatively, if they are interested in applying for Apprenticeships 

there is a wealth of information about this online and we are also posting opportunities that are 

being made known to us regularly on the Year 13 Teams Channel for their reference.  



 In class assessments have begun this week to evaluate the students' progress in their subjects 

since the Summer Exams.  It is vital that the students prepare well for these in order for us to 

ascertain accurately where they are at and whether they need any additional support at this 

time.  Reports will be sent to you by Half Term once this data has been collected so that you will 

also be able to see how your son or daughter is doing.   

Please do check in with them regularly, ensuring that they are well prepared for class, are 

completing their Flipped Learning, and are feeling confident in their studies.   

As always, if you have any concerns, please do feel free to get in touch with us. 

Have a great weekend! 

Miss Stevens - Deputy Head of Sixth Form 

Mrs Finn - Head of Sixth Form 

Students of the Week 

Year 7: Muzamil Fayzi and Munashe Nakula for receiving the most positive points this week  

Year 8: Martyna Balasa and Marki Grolmusz for excellent starts to the Year. 

Year 9:  Ethan Slessor and Kesha Braganza for an excellent week. 

Year 10: Eva Gill & Jack Powell for a great week  

Year 11: David Gheorghita and Loikita Graca Mendonca De Jesus for brilliant weeks. 

Year 12: Joshua Basaran and Alicja Karwan for a great attitude to their studies 

Year 13: Jessica Sobala and Christian Amigo for the most positive points on Classcharts 



Homework Superstars! 

 

Congratulations to you all! 

Evelina Bobyk 7 Cecilia 

Shyde Carvalho 8 Cecilia  

Lena Chmielewska 9 Peter 

Liam Osei-Agyarko 10 Cecilia  

Kacper Smigielski 11 Peter 

Antoni Tobjaszewski 12 Mark 

School photographs 

On Monday your child should of had their school photographs taken. Students were given 

information containing a QR code which parents and carers can use to access the photographs. 

Please make sure you ask your child for this information if you would like to view or order their 

photographs. 

Protecting Our IT Facilities 

Dear Parents and Carers, 



We would like to make parents aware that we have seen an increase in deliberate damage to 

computers and equipment in our IT rooms. Our IT facilities are an important shared resource 

used by students each week to support teaching, learning, independent study, and examination 

preparation.  

We are asking parents to support us by reminding their children of the importance of: 

• Only entering IT rooms when a member of staff is present.  

• Treating all computers, keyboards, mice, cables, and other equipment with care.  

• Reporting any damage or missing equipment to their teacher immediately.  

• Using school technology responsibly and for educational purposes.  

• Leaving workstations tidy and ready for the next class.  

Deliberate damage, including removing keyboard keys, unplugging cables, tampering with 

computers, or damaging network ports, is treated as vandalism and will result in school 

sanctions, contact with parents/carers, and may lead to charges for repair or replacement costs.  

We appreciate your support in reinforcing these expectations at home. By working together, we 

can ensure that our IT facilities remain available, safe, and fully functional for all students. 

Have a blessed weekend! 

Mrs Bickersteth 

Design and Technology Department 

It has finally been busy in the kitchen, nearly all year 7s have now had their first practical food 

lessons, and we have seen some good dishes prepared and enjoyed. Key stage 3 pupils have 

made and evaluated crudites and dips, sausage rolls and breadsticks. 



 



 

Make-It Elective 

This week Mark house makers developed their CAD skills. Many pupils used  '2D Design' for the 

first time this week, managing to learn and use the program in a very short time. We look 

forward to seeing some outcomes next week as the designs come off the laser cutter ready for 

assembling.  

DT Club- Make It Monday 

 

This week the Designeers completed 3 bug hotels, they are ready to welcome guests and will be 

relocated to their new homes around school. Thankyou to Adam, Joshua, Shyde, Gabriel, 

Jennina, Remy and Merrie-Rose our inhouse builders who are working to make our community 

more sustainable and biodiverse.  



 

 



Please save your colourful bottle lids and bring them to A3. We plan to recycle them 

for future projects. Please don't bin it, bring it to A3.  

 

DT stars of the week 

So far over 1308 positive points have been awarded in Design and Technology this Academic 

Year. We have had a super September. Well done to all our September stars.  

A particular well done to our first October stars; Jerish Jesuthas, Scarlett Banas and Shyde 

Carvalho for being Active, Curious Attentive and Discerning in and out of lessons.  

The Lodge 

Come and join us in The Lodge for some fun activities! This is during 2nd lunch only. 

It was lovely to see so many students attend our activities last week! Do share the news with 

your friends and others in your Year group!  



We are also offering our Homework Club , Monday to Friday 3:15-4:15 , please see the poster 

below.  

 



 



The School Health Team 

 



 



 

Slough Child and Family Wellbeing – Staff Profile 

 

Advice line: 5 to 19 years (up to 25 for SEND) - Slough Child and Family Wellbeing 

Slough Child and Family Wellbeing 

Chalvey Community Centre,  

Ladbrooke Rd,  

Slough 

https://sloughchildandfamily.co.uk/services/5-to-19-years-up-to-25-for-send/


Berkshire, SL1 2SR 

t: 0300 247 0073 

e: HCRG.Sloughchildandfamilywellbeing@nhs.net 

Dates for the diary 

Upcoming PE dates;  

Monday 5th October- Yr 7 football vs Trevelyan (A) 

Tuesday 6th October- Yr 7 mini tennis 

Wednesday 7th October- Yr 10 football vs Langley Grammar (A) 

 

Upcoming Dates:  

Monday 5th October - 7 Jerome Retreat Day 

Thursday 8th October - 7 Peter Retreat Day  

Friday 9th October - 7 Veronica Retreat Day 



GEMS 

 

You can find and book on to any of our workshops via our website: 

https://www.gems4health.com/workshops/ 

MATHSWATCH NEWS 

Class champions, student stars and another strong week 

21-27 September 2026 | Secondary school edition 

A busy week on MathsWatch saw pupils across the school log in, practise key skills, complete 

assignment questions and watch revision videos. Here are this week's class and student 

highlights. 

This week at a glance 

https://www.gems4health.com/workshops/


 

Weekly class champions 

Class champion: 7C/Ma 

77 logins and 23.8 hours. Close behind were 7V/Ma with 76 logins and 9Y2/Ma with 75. 

Weekly Top 10 class leaderboard 

 

Assignment completion snapshot 

 

Student stars 

Huge congratulations to Lola Olowosusi of 9Y3/Ma, who topped the student leaderboard with 

15 logins. Sienna Coroza placed second with 14, followed by Stefan Paulusz with 10. 



Student spotlight 

Nathanael Sumith Oommen of 8V/Ma spent 335 minutes, more than 5.6 hours, on MathsWatch 

and attempted 235 questions. 

Top 10 student leaderboard 

 

Year group champions 

 

Weekly activity summary 

Across the school, pupils recorded 1,443 logins, spent 455.2 hours on MathsWatch, attempted 

764 practice questions and 13,363 assignment questions, and watched 66 videos during the 

week. 

CAN YOU OR YOUR CLASS CLIMB THE TABLE? 

Every login, question, completed assignment and revision session counts. 



Lunch Menu for Week 3 

 



Clubs 

PE Lunch and After school clubs  Sept 2026 

 

 



 

 

 



Term Dates 
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