
Newsletter 26th June 2026 

 

Head Teachers Message  

Dear Parents and Carers,   

Hope you are all safe and well. Click HERE for this weeks Head Teacher Message.  

Please like and subscribe to be made aware of all new and exciting St Josephs content.  

St Joseph, pray for us. 

Miss Riddles 

https://youtu.be/c5HSLNV0QuM
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Year 7 News 

It has been a scorcher this week but our students have managed so well! We are getting to 

that end point of the year with lots to look forward to! Our first big event of July is Sports 

Day, this will take place on Friday 3rd of July. Please do make sure that lots of water is 

packed, sun-cream is applied and appropriate clothing is being worn. It is due to be a hot 

day so please ensure the correct precautions are taken! 

Have a lovely weekend! 

Mr Cooper-Santos - Head of Year 7 



Year 8 News 

The exceptionally warm weather has been a notable feature of the week, and it has been 

pleasing to see students making the most of the sunshine during break and lunchtime, 

spending time outdoors with their friends while continuing to demonstrate a positive 

attitude around the school site. Importantly, despite the exceptional weather, Year 8 have 

achieved an impressive 95% positive points this week. This reflects the consistent effort, 

positive behaviour, and commitment shown by students on a daily basis. 

A particular highlight has been Sports Week. Year 8 students have taken part in a range of 

exciting activities, including HADO, mini golf, ice skating, and the Interform House 

Competition. It has been a pleasure to see students engaging fully in these opportunities, 

demonstrating teamwork, resilience, and sportsmanship throughout. 

Homework continues to be an important part of learning and progress. It is encouraging to 

see many students completing their homework on time and to a good standard. Parents are 

encouraged to support this by checking homework completion through ClassCharts, while 

Year 8 students are expected to take greater ownership of their learning. Developing 

consistent routines, staying organised, and remaining on top of set tasks will support 

effective learning. 

Thank you for your continued support and contribution to another successful week. 

Wishing you a pleasant weekend. 

Mrs. Viegas - Head of Year 8 

Year 9 News 

What a fantastic week we have had in Year 9! The beautiful weather has certainly helped 

create a positive atmosphere around school, and it has been wonderful to see students 

making the most of the sunshine while continuing to work hard in lessons. 

A particular highlight has been St Joseph’s Sports Week. Our Year 9 students have enjoyed a 

range of exciting activities, including ice skating, mini golf, and rock climbing. 

As we move towards the end of the academic year, there is not long left until the summer 

break. It is important that we maintain our high standards, positive attitudes, and excellent 

behaviour right through to the end of term. 

I have seen a positive movement in the homework X's. Thank you for your hard work.  

Look after your loved ones. 

Mr Hunt – Head of Year 9 



Year 10 News 

Thank you for your support during the recent hot weather. We know that travelling to school 

and staying focused in high temperatures can be challenging, so well done to the students 

who have continued to attend, show resilience and engage with school life. 

As the warm weather continues, please ensure your child comes to school prepared with 

cold water in a refillable bottle, sun cream, and, where helpful, a small personal fan for use 

in lessons. These small things make a real difference in helping students stay comfortable, 

focused and ready to learn. 

We are now nearing the end of the school year, but standards must remain high right until 

the final day. Uniform, homework and attendance continue to be paramount, especially 

during the GCSE years. Please keep checking ClassCharts, ensuring homework is completed 

on time, and reinforcing the importance of attending school every day unless there is a 

genuine reason not to. 

Let’s finish the year strongly and keep building the habits Year 10 will need as they move 

closer to Year 11. 

God bless. 

Mr Whiteside - Head of Year 10 

Year 12 News 

 

Today marks the final day of the Year 12 PPE examinations. The students have been fantastic 

throughout the past two weeks, and I could not be prouder of the dedication, resilience, and 

maturity they have shown. We will be holding a results assembly on Wednesday 8th July. 

In addition, letters have been sent out today to students who have been selected to receive 

an award at our annual Prize Giving Evening. This is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate 

our students' achievements, and I would encourage you to support your son or daughter in 

attending. Students are also welcome to bring two family members to celebrate with them 

on the evening. 

Finally, I would like to apologise for an error in my previous communication regarding the 

Year 12 interview day. I had previously stated that this would take place on 10th July; 

however, the correct date is Tuesday 30th June. 

As Year 11 Transition Day is taking place on the same day, Year 12 students will be working 

from home and will only need to come into school for their allocated interview time, 

returning home once their interview has been completed. This provides a valuable 

opportunity for students to experience a more realistic interview process, requiring them to 



plan effectively and arrive punctually. We advise students to arrive at school 15–20 minutes 

before their scheduled interview. The timetable for the day will be shared with students 

today. 

I hope you all have a fabulous weekend, 

Mrs Finn – Head of Year 12 

Students of the Week 

Year 7:  Yolanda Mavhondo & Adam Grzywnowicz for excellent weeks! 

Year 8: Laura Przybylska & Daniel Baptista for an excellent week. 

Year 9:  Aleksandra Sapinska  & Jayleen Ofori  

Year 10: Loikita Graca Mendonca De Jesus and Aleksander Chojdak 

Year 12: Kieran Mugume for excellent work in EPQ and Vince Lascsamana for earning the 

most positive points this week 

Homework Superstar 

• Justyna Brzezinska 7 Teresa  

• Lillie Green 8 Mark  

• Rachel Yamlinga 9 Veronica  

• Luka Haury 10 Veronica  

• Mia Ramananthan 12 Cecilia 



Upcoming PE dates  

 

 

Friday 3rd July- Sports day  

Sports Week at St Joseph's 

This week at St Joseph's, we have been celebrating our annual Sports Week. Throughout the 

week, students have taken part in a wide range of sporting activities designed to encourage 

participation, develop new skills, and give everyone the opportunity to try something 

different. 

Students have enjoyed exciting experiences including golf, rock climbing, ice skating, and 

Hado, a unique augmented reality sport that combines physical activity with technology. 

These activities have allowed students to challenge themselves, step outside their comfort 

zones, and discover new interests. 

Alongside these special events, students have also been competing in interform 

competitions during PE lessons. These competitions encourage teamwork, communication, 

and sportsmanship while helping students build a sense of pride in representing their 

houses. The interform events have created a fantastic atmosphere, with students supporting 

one another and demonstrating excellent determination and enthusiasm. 

Sports Week has been a great success, providing memorable experiences for our students 

while promoting the importance of physical activity, teamwork, and personal development. 

We are incredibly proud of the effort, commitment, and positive attitude shown by all 

students throughout the week. 



 

 

EAL NEWS 

Supporting Your Child During End-of-Year Exams 

As we approach the end-of-year examination period, I would like to thank all parents and 

carers for your continued support. Research consistently shows that parental involvement is 

one of the most important factors in a child's educational success. Your encouragement, 

interest, and guidance can make a significant difference to your child's confidence, 

motivation, and achievement. 

For our EAL learners, support at home is especially valuable. While examinations assess 

subject knowledge, they also require students to understand key vocabulary, instructions, 

and examination language. 

How Parents Can Support at Home 

• Encourage regular revision by helping your child create a simple revision timetable and 

sticking to a routine. 

• Talk about learning. Ask your child what topics they have revised each day and encourage 

them to explain concepts in their own words. 



• Support vocabulary development. Discuss key subject words and encourage your child to 

use both English and their home language to deepen understanding where appropriate. 

• Provide a quiet study space. A calm environment free from distractions can help students 

concentrate and revise effectively. 

• Promote healthy habits. Ensure your child gets enough sleep, eats nutritious meals, stays 

hydrated, and takes regular breaks during revision. 

• Build confidence. Praise effort, perseverance, and progress rather than focusing solely on 

results. Positive encouragement helps reduce exam anxiety. 

At St Joseph's Catholic High School, we are proud of the hard work and resilience shown by 

our students throughout the year. Together, by working in partnership between home and 

school, we can help every child achieve their very best. 

Thank you for your ongoing support, and we wish all students every success in their 

upcoming examinations. 

 

Ms Ura  

EAL Coordinator  

Sustainability Elective 

Students in the Sustainability Elective have shown compassion and solidarity by writing 

letters to elderly people who may be experiencing loneliness. Through this simple but 

meaningful act, they have lived out Catholic Social Teaching values of human dignity, 

community and the common good, reminding others that everyone deserves to feel valued 

and connected. Their kindness also supports the United Nations Sustainable Development 

Goals, particularly Good Health and Wellbeing (SDG 3) and Reduced Inequalities (SDG 10). 

We are proud of the empathy and social responsibility our students have demonstrated 

through this initiative. 



 

Geography Club  

Geography Club members took part in a Countries Quiz, where students tested their 

knowledge by naming countries and recalling key facts about them. This helped to build 

their understanding of world geography in a fun and engaging way.  

Music Department News 

Extra Curricular Clubs: 

• Strings Club: Friday's afterschool in XA room 3:15-415pm 

• Singing Club: Thursday mornings before line up in Music room. 8am-8:20am 

• GCSE Music Help: Lunch 1 Monday, Wednesday, Friday. 

Instrumental Lessons - Slough Music Service: 

At Joseph's, instrumental lessons can be provided during the school day via Slough Music 

Service. If you ae interested in taking lessons in a particular instrument, please complete the 

application form via the Slough Music Service website.  

If you want to have lessons but do not have access to an instrument, or have any questions, 

please speak to Miss Ure.   



https://www.sloughmusicservice.co.uk/instrument-lessons/  

Design and Technology News 

Food Preparation and Nutrition 

There has been less cooking this week due to the extreme temperatures in the food room..... 

Very hot before adding oven and hob heat to the mix! We have seen creative and thoughtful 

work created in the Design an Inclusive menu for your restaurant. Mr Bieniek looks forward 

to nominating some of the best work for the goldfish bowl next week.  

Last week our Key Stage 3 chefs were busy in the food room preparing a variety of dishes;  

we really do hope they offer to cook at home. Highlights were potato wedges with 

homemade ketchup, and croissant bread and butter pudding.  

A reminder that all dishes are prepared, produced and tidied up after, in less than an hour- 

so definitely worth a repeat at home.... and maybe the students can showcase their washing 

up skills too! 

 

https://www.sloughmusicservice.co.uk/instrument-lessons/


 

Make-It Elective 

A busy few weeks in our Make It elective- pupils learnt and developed their CAD/CAM skills 

and used them to make lids or sides for boxes they constructed in the work shop- some of 

these even went home to be gifted to loved ones. 

This week pupils made some FAN-tastic products to help cool themselves or others. (or at 

least effectively move the hot air about) 

 



 

 

DT Club-Designeers- Make It Monday 

Apologies that there was no club this week. We are back again on Monday- hopefully we will 

be able to share pictures next week of our finished products... After they have been tested!  

DT STARS 

Well done to David Bialek and Chloe Cinco in Year 9 for good work and achieving the most 

positives this fortnight in DT. 



Karting Elective 

 



Holiday Activities Programme - Summer 2026 

 

Gems Team 

As we approach the summer holidays, we wanted to remind you about the free virtual 

workshops and courses available through GEMS to support families of children and young 

people with autism and/or ADHD. 

These sessions are designed to help parents and carers gain practical strategies, build 

confidence, and connect with others in a supportive environment. Your child does not need 

to have a diagnosis for you to attend, the workshops are also open to families whose child is 

waiting for assessment or where autism and/or ADHD has been diagnosed. 

Upcoming sessions before the summer holidays include topics such as: 

• ADHD Course – Wednesday 24 June, 7–9pm 

• AuDHD – Tuesday 30 June, 7–9pm 

• Interoception – Tuesday 30 June, 7–9pm 

• Barriers to School: Can’t go, not won’t go – Wednesday 1 July, 10am–12noon 

• Empowering Calm – Wednesday 8 July, 10am–12noon 



Places are limited, and some sessions are already fully booked, so we encourage you to visit 

the GEMS workshops page and book as soon as possible. 

Book your place here: 

https://www.gems4health.com/workshops/ 

  

These workshops are available for families who live in, or whose GP is based in, East 

Berkshire, including Slough, Windsor, Maidenhead and Bracknell. 

I Can do Maths 

Solution to last Week’s Puzzler 

 

 

Solution to the Break-time Teaser: 

 

Puzzler of the week 

 

https://www.gems4health.com/workshops/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Break-Time Teaser 

 

Send your answers to Mr Allinson. Complete answers will get positive points on Class 

Charts. 

Menu 

 

Clubs 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Term Dates 
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