
Newsletter 22nd May 2026 

 

Head Teachers Message  

Dear Parents and Carers,   

Hope you are all safe and well. Click HERE  for this weeks Head Teacher Message.  

Please like and subscribe to be made aware of all new and exciting St Josephs content.  

St Joseph, pray for us. 

Miss Riddles 

36. Theme of the Week Sheet - 24th May 2026 

 

 

https://youtu.be/747wl1V0ofg


 

 

 

Year 7 News 

Hello all,  

Just wanted to say I hope we all have a lovely May half-term. We will be back to school on 

Monday 1st of June. See you all then! 

Have a lovely weekend! 

Mr Cooper-Santos - Head of Year 7 



Year 8 News 

Year 8 have had another positive and successful week, with students continuing to 

demonstrate excellent effort and engagement across the school. 

Today we celebrated Multicultural Day, which were a wonderful opportunity to recognise 

and celebrate the diversity within our school community. It was fantastic to see students 

getting involved, sharing different cultures, traditions, and experiences, and showing such 

respect and appreciation for one another. 

I would like to wish all students and families a restful half term break. I also ask that Year 8s 

continue to stay on top of their homework during the break and ensure all work is 

completed to the best of their ability. 

Have a lovely weekend! 

Mrs Viegas - Head of Year 8 

Year 9 News 

As we reach the end of another successful half term, I would like to congratulate all students 

who won yesterday’s Mufti Day prize. It was fantastic to see so many of you applying 

yourselves so positively and being recognised for your efforts. Multicultural Day was also a 

tremendous success. Thank you to everyone who dressed in traditional clothing, brought in 

food, and contributed to celebrating the diverse cultures and heritage within our school 

community. 

 Have a restful half term break, and we look forward to welcoming you back on 1st June, 

ready for a positive start to the new, and final half term.  

Look after your loved ones 

Mr Hunt – Head of Year 9 

Year 10 News 

Thank you to all parents and carers who attended the Exam Preparation Evening in 

preparation for Year 10 sitting their PPE1s after half term. Please use the revision techniques 

and guidance shared on the evening and support your child to revise consistently at home. 

A strong reminder that attendance is paramount at this stage of the GCSE journey. This week, 

Year 10 attendance sits at 94.20%: this is below where we need it to be. Every missed day 

now creates learning gaps that are difficult to close, so please prioritise attendance, practise 

resilience, and get students into school whenever they are well enough to attend. Be 



advised, we are expecting students to attend school even with small illnesses such as a 

cough, cold or headaches. These can be managed whilst at school very easily. 

Behaviour has taken a significant dip this week. Positives have dropped to 85% and negatives 

have risen to 15%, with a sharp increase in Homework Xs (44 this week).  We have also seen 

an increase in lateness, with 16 late-to-school incidents, largely linked to being late to line-

up.  Please reinforce strong routines at home: early nights, punctual mornings, calm 

equipment checks, and regular ClassCharts checks to ensure homework is completed on 

time and to a high standard. Above all, students must be making the right choices: being 

respectful, staying in the right place at the right time, and taking learning seriously. Currently, 

we are not seeing this consistently enough. 

Uniform is important at St Joseph's, we have high standards which are not going to change. 

Lots of students have been challenged on uniform this week. Specifically girls skirts being 

too short and boys trousers not being worn correctly. Please use half term to buy uniform 

that fits. Girls skirts must be no shorter than knee length when being worn; if this is not the 

case then a bigger skirt must be purchased. Boys trousers must be worn around their waist, 

not their back sides; if this is not the case, then longer trousers must be purchased. I have 

given this message to the whole year group therefore, if uniform is incorrect after half term 

then X's will be issued immediately. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Have a great half term break. God bless. 

Mr Whiteside - Head of Year 10 

Year 11 News 

It has been another positive and productive week for Year 11, with yet more GCSE 

examinations successfully completed. With just three weeks remaining, we are now firmly in 

the final stretch, and I would like to commend all students for the calm, mature, and focused 

manner in which they have approached this demanding period. You have represented 

yourselves and the school exceptionally well, and I have been immensely proud of you all. 

This Friday provided a wonderful opportunity to pause and celebrate our community during 

Multicultural Day. We then concluded the day with the Year 11 Leavers’ Assembly; a truly 

enjoyable yet emotional occasion. It was a time to reflect on your journey through school, 

celebrate achievements, and recognise the friendships and memories that have been built 

along the way.  

As we move into the half-term break, it is important that you continue to revise and prepare 

for your remaining exams. However, I would also strongly encourage you to take time to rest 

and recuperate.  



Looking ahead to after half term, there will be a phased approach to study leave. Students 

will be permitted to leave the school site if they do not have an afternoon exam scheduled. 

Please see below the timetable of the phased approach. 

Well done again; keep up the hard work! 

Miss Joseph - Head of Year 11 

 

Year 12 News 

Year 12 have had a fabulous half term and I am so proud of each and every one of them for 

the hard work and commitment to their studies. 

The students have a big half term coming up with PPE exams beginning on the 15th June so 

it is important that they rest well over the holidays but also spend a little time looking over 

any feedback they have received from their subject teachers in preparation for this. 

I look forward to seeing all students back in school on Monday 1st June. 

I hope you all have a lovely half-term break, 

Mrs Finn – Head of Year 12 

Year 13 News 

Year 13...what a privilege it has been from start to finish! I thoroughly enjoyed all of the 

celebrations with you and I hope that you did too.  Thank you to everyone who helped in 

any way to make yesterday such a memorable day.  There are so many of you who have 

been willing to play your part in the wider life of the school, really too many to thank all of 

you personally, but just know that we really appreciate each and every one of you and all 

that you have done.  Please remember to pop into the Sixth Form office at some point and 

get an Exit Form from Mrs Higgins so we can begin the process of signing you off role.  Thank 



you to all of you and your parents for your support with the Yearbook - to date we have 

orders for 73 copies which will be delivered to school on 8th June.  

Have a great weekend! 

Miss Stevens – Head of Year 13  

Students of the Week 

Year 7: Alex Michalik & Leah Camoens for excellent half terms! 

Year 8: Erish Pailan And Ethan Slessor for a fantastic week 

Year 9: Kacper Dera & Molly Bywater  

Year 10: Patryk Gwozdz  Annbel Joyson 

Year 11:  Taia Butler and Krystian Cyran for an excellent week! 

Year 12: Jason Sobotka for working hard in Geography and Esinam Deynoo for working 

hard in Business Studies 

Year 13: All of the Student Leadership team for their amazing help and support over the 

past two years, but this week, specifically, Freda Lourenco and Milan Iwanowski for all of 

their help with the Leaver's video. 

Homework Super Stars  

 

Multicultural Day Celebration 2026 

We are delighted to share the success of our Multicultural Day celebration at St Joseph’s 

Catholic High School. The day was a wonderful opportunity for students and staff to come 

together to celebrate the rich diversity, cultures, languages, traditions, and identities within 

our school community. 

Throughout the day, students participated in cultural presentations, performances, music, 

dance, food sharing, classroom discussions, and subject-based activities exploring identity 

and culture through the curriculum. It was inspiring to see students proudly sharing their 

heritage while learning from one another with respect, curiosity, and joy. 



Our theme, “Together We Celebrate,” reminded us that diversity is one of our greatest 

strengths and that every member of our community is valued and respected. The 

atmosphere across the school reflected unity, inclusion, and shared celebration. 

We would like to thank all parents and carers for your continued support, encouragement, 

cultural contributions, and generosity in helping make the day such a meaningful and 

memorable experience for our students. 

Together, we continue to build a school community where everyone feels seen, valued, and 

proud of who they are.  

Here are some photo highlights capturing the vibrant performances, delicious cuisines, 

and the beautiful unity of our diverse community: 

 

 



 

 

GL Assessments - Core Progress, Reading and Spelling Tests 

On the week commencing the 1st of June, students will be taking the GL Assessment testing 

for the summer term. These tests assess where are students are against the national 

curriculum in English, Maths and Science and age-related expectations for reading and 

spelling. Students will complete the following tests: 

Year 7 - English, Maths, Reading and Spelling, 

Year 8 - English, Maths, Reading and Spelling, 

Year 9  - English, Maths, Science, Reading and Spelling, 



Year 10  - Reading, 

Year 12 - Reading. 

Students will receive paper copies of the reports on completion and parents can request PDF 

copies via the office@st-josephs.slough.sch.uk email address. 

The reports will have insight into students strengths, gaps in knowledge & skill and guidance 

on how to make improvements and in addition our staff will use them to adjust curriculum 

and adapt teaching. 

Students will recieve a personalised timetable with the timings of their test and acccess 

codes - please support them in sticking this in to their jounal/writing it into their journal; in 

addition they can ask their tutor for this information. 

Students will recieve a Standard Age Score out of 141, with 100 being the national average 

and scores between 90 and 110 being within the average band. 

If you have any questions regarding the testing, please contact me via g.stack-clark@st-

josephs.slough.sch.uk  

Students will complete testing in the following timetable. 

 

Year 7 & 8 District Athletics Round Up  

 

mailto:office@st-josephs.slough.sch.uk
mailto:g.stack-clark@st-josephs.slough.sch.uk
mailto:g.stack-clark@st-josephs.slough.sch.uk


A huge well done to all of the students who represented the school at last week's District 

Athletics competition. Every student demonstrated excellent determination, sportsmanship 

and school pride throughout the day.  

A special congratulations goes to the students who achieved podium finishes in their events: 

Year 7 Boys 

•  Von – 1st Discus  

•  Afis – 1st High Jump  

•  Ethan – 2nd 600m  

•  Marcel – 2nd Shot Put  

Year 7 Girls 

•  Chetachi – 2nd 1000m  

•  Frances – 2nd Shot Put  

Year 8 Boys 

•  Marcus – 1st Shot Put  

•  Lorcan – 3rd 800m  

•  Lorcan – 3rd Javelin  

Year 8 Girls 

•  Ella – 3rd 100m  

•  Tianna – 2nd 200m  

•  Lorena – 1st 300m  

•  Eva – 3rd 800m  

•  Violet – 1st 1500m  

•  Zuzanna – 3rd Shot Put  

•  Maja – 2nd High Jump  

•  2nd Place Relay Team  

Congratulations to everyone who took part and represented the school so positively, and 

you should all be very proud of your achievements.  



 Year 8 and Year 9 Football 

We would like to congratulate the Year 8 and Year 9 students on their fantastic first-place 

victory in a wonderful football tournament organized by Brentford FC. The students 

thoroughly enjoyed in a positive and educational atmosphere, working together as a team to 

achieve victory. Well done! 

 

Geography Club 

Students took part in a lively debate on whether tourism is more beneficial or harmful to the 

economy of Egypt. Students explored how tourism can create jobs, increase income, and 

attract investment, while others argued that it can lead to pollution, overcrowding, and 

damage to important historical sites. Throughout the debate, students developed valuable 

skills including public speaking, teamwork, critical thinking, and the ability to build strong 

arguments using evidence. The session was engaging, informative, and a great opportunity 

for students to share their views confidently. 

Sustainability Elective 

Students recently took part in a meaningful community initiative by writing letters to elderly 

residents in partnership with Sheffield Churches Council for Community Care. Through their 

thoughtful messages, students helped tackle loneliness and build connections across 

generations, showing compassion and care for some of the most vulnerable members of our 

community. 

This project strongly reflects the Catholic values of dignity, solidarity and the common good. 

By reaching out to others with kindness and empathy, students lived out the Gospel call to 

“love your neighbour” and demonstrated how small acts of service can make a significant 

difference in people’s lives. 



The initiative also links closely to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, 

particularly Good Health and Well-being (Goal 3) by supporting emotional wellbeing, 

Reduced Inequalities (Goal 10) by ensuring elderly people feel valued and included, and 

Sustainable Cities and Communities (Goal 11) by strengthening community relationships. 

Students themselves gained a great deal from participating. Writing the letters encouraged 

empathy, communication skills and reflection on the importance of service to others. It also 

gave students the opportunity to recognise the impact they can have within the wider 

community, helping them grow as compassionate, responsible and active citizens. 

 



 

Oracy-Speak with Confidence, Listen with Purpose  

 

Students from 9C have delivered two wonderful Cultural Hero presentations this week, 

including Eric's presentation on Romania Football Coach Mircea Lucescu and Filip's 

presentation on British icon Sir David Attenborough. 



 

1 - Mircea Lucescu by Eric Despa 9C 

 

2 - Sir David Attenborough presentation by Filip  Baginski 9C 

Students have been doing their presentations on someone they admire and are inspired by. 

Well done to Zak in 8M for his really engaging presentation and creative delivery. 

Ms Toro Sánchez 



 

3 - 8M - Zak A. 

MFL - Multicultural Day 

Our students have researched about a country within their assigned continent. Year 7s have 

focused on America, Year 8s on Africa and Year 9s on Asia. Their presentations were 

absolutely professional and they demonstrated their creativity and IT skills. 

Great work! 

Ms Toro Sánchez - Head of MFL 

 

4 - Remy  - 7C 



 

5 - Eliza  - 7C 

 

6 - Aarav  - 7C 

 

7 - Albert  - 9M 



 

8 - Daniel  - 7C 

 

9 - Kwadwo - 7C 

The Lodge Gardening Elective!  

Well, we have reached our final session of the first ever elective here in The Lodge and what 

a blast we have had!  

Our students have been busy learning about our vegetables and the care we need to provide 

them! What superstars they have been!  

For our final session, we did some more planting, a massive thank you to Mrs Bray who 

kindly donated some vegetables for us to plant! They have been planted in our troughs and 

cannot wait to see the progress!  

We then to close this half term's elective off, held the Great Gardner's Award Ceremony! 

Well done guys!  

Have an amazing half term!  

Mr Martin & Mrs Nicuale  



 

10 - Great Gardner Awards  

 

 



 

TVLP Model UN 

St Joseph’s was delighted to host a truly outstanding Model United Nations conference, 

welcoming pupils from a number of distinguished schools from the TVLP; including Eton 

College, St Mary's, Herschel Grammar School, and Holyport College. The event brought 

together passionate and thoughtful young delegates for a day of debate, diplomacy, and 

collaboration on some of the world’s most pressing issues. 

We were especially honoured to welcome two exceptional guest speakers: Sir Mark Lyall 

Grant, who shared insights from his remarkable 35-year diplomatic career, and Gavin Wilson, 

who spoke powerfully about leadership and global responsibility in the face of climate 

challenges. 

Model UN provides an invaluable opportunity for young people to develop the skills that 

future members of society and global leaders will need: communication, critical thinking, 

negotiation, empathy, and international awareness. Events such as this inspire pupils to 

engage thoughtfully with the wider world and understand the importance of cooperation in 

addressing global challenges. 

A huge thank you goes to all the staff, visiting schools, and supporters who helped make the 

conference such a success. Most importantly, congratulations to our fantastic pupils, whose 

enthusiasm, professionalism, and outstanding participation made the event such a 

memorable occasion. 



 

 

 



 

 

Kinball 

On Wednesday 20th May, Year 9 students visited Beechwood School for an exciting Kinball 

taster session and tournament. Students had a fantastic opportunity to learn and experience 

a new and unique sport alongside other schools from across Slough. 

Kin-Ball, originally known as Omnikin, is a fast-paced three-team sport from Canada in which 

teams work together to stop a giant ball from touching the ground in order to score points. 

The game requires teamwork, communication, agility, and quick reactions, making it both 

challenging and enjoyable for all involved. 



After taking part in the taster sessions and developing their skills, students competed in a 

tournament against other local schools. They performed exceptionally well throughout the 

competition and narrowly missed out on the top spot, finishing in a fantastic 2nd place — 

just one point away from the gold medal position. 

All students thoroughly enjoyed the experience and would love to see a Kin-Ball league 

introduced across Slough in the future. Well done to everyone who took part for their 

enthusiasm, teamwork, and outstanding effort throughout the day! 

 

Design and Technology Department News 

Year 7 Food 

Did you know that 13th May was international Hummus Day? The word hummus itself 

simply means "chickpea" in Arabic!  

For the past fortnight Year 7 have been preparing their versions of Hummus and crudités. 

We have seen some very creative and beautiful platters. Well done year 7. 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Year 7 D&T 

Some really great work from year 7 who have been learning about motions. Their assessed 

task was to present and demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the 4 motions 

in the form of an interactive poster. We share some that stood out to the DT team. Year 7s 

now start their 'roll with it' challenge. 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

Make it Elective 

This week marked the end of this rotation of electives. What a lovely group we have been 

blessed with! The group developed their CAD and making skills and this week completed 

their trinket boxes. Well done Make it group! 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Multicultural dishes. 

Year 7 were tasked with creating a poster of a dish from a specific culture. We have begun to 

put the homework submissionshem up in the food room; and are excited to see this display 

evolving. One of my personal favourite dishes - Pierogi, was well represented, but there will 

always be a debate as to which variety are actually the best! 

 



 

 

D&T Stars of the week 

Year 7: Olivia Ungureanu for being Active and curious, Learned and Wise, and working at 

incredible pace to complete a really good piece of work.- Well done Olivia. 

Year 13: Nathaniel, Ninah, Oliwia, Rophe and Warrick. Our Product Designers of 2026. We 

have so enjoyed being part of your journey and wish you all the very best in your exams and 

futures.  



Dates for the diary 

Upcoming PE dates;  

Tuesday 2nd June- TVLP sports day 

Tuesday 2nd June- Year 10 rounders tournament 

Wednesday 3rd June- QUAD kids 

Thursday 11th June- Yr 8 rounders vs Herschel (A) 

Gems Team 

As we approach the summer holidays, we wanted to remind you about the free virtual 

workshops and courses available through GEMS to support families of children and young 

people with autism and/or ADHD. 

These sessions are designed to help parents and carers gain practical strategies, build 

confidence, and connect with others in a supportive environment. Your child does not need 

to have a diagnosis for you to attend, the workshops are also open to families whose child is 

waiting for assessment or where autism and/or ADHD has been diagnosed. 

Upcoming sessions before the summer holidays include topics such as: 

• Sleep – Autism & ADHD – Tuesday 9 June, 7–9pm 

• ADHD Course – Wednesdays 10, 17 and 24 June, 7–9pm 

• Sensory Processing – Tuesday 16 June, 7–9pm 

• AuDHD – Tuesday 30 June, 7–9pm 

• Interoception – Tuesday 30 June, 7–9pm 

• Barriers to School: Can’t go, not won’t go – Wednesday 1 July, 10am–12noon 

• Empowering Calm – Wednesday 8 July, 10am–12noon 

Places are limited, and some sessions are already fully booked, so we encourage you to visit 

the GEMS workshops page and book as soon as possible. 

Book your place here: 

https://www.gems4health.com/workshops/ 

  

These workshops are available for families who live in, or whose GP is based in, East 

Berkshire, including Slough, Windsor, Maidenhead and Bracknell. 

https://www.gems4health.com/workshops/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Wellbeing Activities from the Mulberry Bush 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

99 Wellbeing Activities for children and young people - The Mulberry Bush 

https://mulberrybush.org.uk/99-wellbeing-activities/


Help St Joseph's win £1000 for books 

 

 To celebrate the 2026 National Year of Reading, we're giving away even more prizes. Each 

week until 24th June, we'll pick a flash winner to receive a £100 National Book Tokens gift 

card for their school and £25 for themselves – that's seven more chances to win! 

Please click HERE for the entry page. 

I Can do Maths 

 

Solution to last Week’s Puzzler 

 

https://newsletters.booktokens.co.uk/c/17hOF72Kpk2CSHOaUPGRLRjQCU
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools-prize#form


Solution to the Break-time Teaser: 

 

Puzzler of the week 

 

Break-Time Teaser 

 

Send your answers to Mr Allinson. Complete answers will get positive points on Class Charts. 

Menu 

 



Clubs 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Term Dates 
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