
 
 

 
 

Friday, 16 May 2025 

During the first week of the Easter Holidays, 50 students and 6 staff members went on the school's annual 

ski trip.  It was an incredible holiday full of memorable moments and memories created that will last a 

lifetime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Headteacher Message 

Dear Parents/Carers and Students,  

I hope you are all safe and well. Please click on the image below to be directed to this 

week’s Head Teacher Message. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please like and subscribe to be made aware of all new and                                

exciting St Joseph’s content.  

St Joseph, pray for us. 

Mr Stapleton 
“The glory of God is a 

human being fully alive!” 

Newsletter 

St Joseph’s Catholic High School 

Friday 16th May 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

District Athletics Meet 

We are incredibly proud 

to share the outstanding 

achievements of our 

students who represented 

our school at the recent 

District Athletics Meet 

held at Hillingdon 

Athletics Centre on 

Monday 12th and 

Wednesday 14th May. 

Please see more details on 
page 9. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/L9PRNxVO1Gg
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Theme of the Week – Glorify 

In Sunday’s Gospel we hear again of the last supper, the last time Jesus is with 
all His disciples before His death. And Jesus gives them this new 
commandment; ‘that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also 
are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, 
if you have love for one another.’ And to hear this reading again on Sunday is 
quite fitting during this Easter season. We know Jesus was resurrected and 
appeared to the disciples, however we also know he will leave them again to 
ascend into heaven and all of this was to show the love God for us. To hear this 
again in the Gospel, Jesus is affirming to the disciples and to us, don’t forget to 
love one another, this is so important to do. 
 

People see Jesus in us and know that we are his followers when we love and 
care for others as he taught us to. The Gospel on Sunday comes from a section 
of John’s Gospel known as the ‘farewell discourse’ delivered by Jesus just prior 
to his arrest, when Judas has already left to betray him. He had locked himself 
away with those who believe, and is giving them instructions on how they are 
to continue his mission after he is gone. Jesus is telling his disciples not just 
that they must love one another, but that they must love as he had loved. The 
love that Jesus showed was totally unconditional and self-giving, expressed in 
service and fulfilled by the ultimate sacrifice of his death on the cross. It is this 
love which reveals the total love of a God who is Love. And it is this love that is 
the true mark of Christian discipleship. 
 

No society can survive without tolerance, yet Jesus is demanding more than 
this for the new community he has formed. There are times when to love is 
one of the most challenging things we are asked to do, especially when it is not 
deserved. Can you think of people who have displayed this selfless love? How 
would people be able to tell you are a follower of Christ even if you didn’t say 
anything? Jesus went on to say that this was to glorify God. In what ways do 
you glorify God in your life? Perform some random acts of kindness and act 
with love towards all the people you encounter this week. How this week can 
you be Loving and Compassionate to others as the Lord has been to us? 
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Pupil Nominations of the Week 
 
 

 
 
 
Year 7 News 
A massive well done to the Year 7 Athletics team for a great day at District Athletics on Wednesday! They 

all did us extremely proud and demonstrated what it means to be a St Joseph's Student!  

A reminder that we will break up for May Half-Term next Friday at 3:15pm. 

Have a lovely Weekend! 

Mr Cooper-Santos – Head of Year 7 

 
Year 8 News 
It has been another positive and eventful week for Year 8. It was particularly rewarding to see so many of 

our students participating in the House Competition today.  

I would also like to extend our congratulations to all the students who took part in the District Athletics 

Tournament on Wednesday. A special mention goes to Amelia O and David B, who were crowned District 

Champions in their events.  

However, we would like to remind all students and families about the importance of completing homework 

on time. On Monday, Year 8 recorded 30 homework Xs, the highest number in a single day so far this year. 

We kindly ask for your continued support in ensuring that all homework is completed and submitted by the 

due date.  

Mr Hunt – Head of Year 8 

 
 

Year 7 
Victor Kyazze and Ella Sibanda for consistently demonstrating our Pupil Profile values. 

     
Year 8 

Suela Zefi and Riley Henshall 
   

Year 9 
Bruno Valek and Erin Ble, as voted for by Year 9 Form Tutors. 

  

Year 10 
Mia Thornhill and Jared Fida for exceptional speeches in their English speaking assessment. 

 

Year 12 
Oskar Luniewski for the most positive points on Classcharts and Isha Khan for a significant 

improvement in her attitude to learning and focus, particularly in Media Studies. 
 

Year 13 
Mateusz Skowera and Mikhaella Mendoza for earning the most positive points this week. 
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Year 9 News  
The penultimate week of what has been a very short but busy half term, during which we have celebrated 

St Joseph's Day, taken part in District Athletics, and seen all Year 9 students finalise their GCSE choices for 

the next two years. 

As a year group, there were many successes at District Athletics on Monday, with Jenson Boggi winning 

the 200m, the girls' relay team winning their race, and Neve Cullen and Olly Kosiba both winning their 

events and setting new district records. 

Next half term, we have Rewards trips, Awards Evenings, and Sports Day to look forward to. 

Hope you have a great weekend! 

Miss McCormack – Head of Year 9 

 
Year 10 News 
It has been a jam-packed week for Year 10s! On Monday, we had the District Athletics Tournament where 

the Year 10 girls finished 3rd out of 12 schools and the boys echoed the same result – also finishing 3rd!  This 

is an amazing achievement as the Year 10s narrowly lost 1st and 2nd position to St Bernard's and Langley 

Grammar. We also came away with four district champions; well done to Sam (shot put), Natalia (javelin) 

and Tymon (1500m) and Noah (high jump). 

It has been lovely to hear from the English department how well the Year 10s have done in the speaking 

assessment. The speeches that have been performed have been exceptional!  

Finally, last Friday, some Year 10 girls, alongside Year 9, played in the Championship Day for the tag NFL 

tournament.  Overall, the girls finished in the top 10 out of 28 schools and bettered their standings from 

last year; well done to Ava, Licia, Sam, Mikah and Abby! 

Advanced warning: Year 10 PPE exams will begin the w/c 16th June – more information will be provided in 

due course. 

Have a lovely weekend – one more week to go! 

Miss Joseph – Head of Year 10 

 

Year 12 News 

This week, a number of examinations have begun for Year 12, particularly in BTEC subjects that are assessed 

on a modular basis and one-year courses such as Core Mathematics.  The Sixth Form Study room is 

frequently busy with students revising hard in preparation for this! We held our third session on UCAS this 

Thursday, introducing students to the process of writing a personal statement.  A number of students have 

been incredibly helpful and supportive to the wider school community in the past few days – particular 

thanks goes to Emilia Pytel for helping to clean the BBQ, our wonderful student mentors and everyone 

involved in assisting with Year 10 Parents’ Evening. 

Miss Stevens – Head of Year 12 
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Year 13 News 

Year 13 have been excellent so far in the way they have conducted themselves for their examinations. Their 

punctuality and behaviour have been exceptional. On a sadder note, there has been a significant drop in 

attendance since the exams have started. I would just like to remind you that, as per the End of Term 

Arrangements Letter, dated 2nd May, all students should still be attending school full time until half-term. 

Subject teachers are working hard to prepare students for their exams and any students who are missing 

sessions will be missing some very important information. If your child is genuinely ill, then this must be 

reported via ClassCharts by a parent/carer. Unfortunately, any absences that are not reported will need 

to be recorded as unauthorised. 

I hope you have a lovely weekend. 

Mrs Finn – Head of Year 13 
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Absences 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Please be aware that all medical absences from the last week of this half-term and the first week of the 

next half-term will be unauthorised without medical evidence. This is per our Attendance Policy. Please be 

aware that if your child is unwell in school, we will make a decision whether to send them home and this 

will be authorised. 

If you have planned a holiday, please email office@st-josephs.slough.sch.uk with an explanation, including 

the dates of absence and proof of the travel documentation (both outbound and inbound). This must be 

the original documentation and not the boarding pass. 

Having unauthorised absences will affect future Rewards trips and college/university applications. 

Thank you as always for your support in the education of your child/ren. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the attached letter for more information. 

 

 

Friday, 

mailto:office@st-josephs.slough.sch.uk
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St Joseph's Greatest Polyglot House Competition 

The Modern Languages Department team wish to let you know how proud we are of the many enthusiastic, 

erudite and energetic students from all Houses and Year Groups, who participated in our cultural House 

Competition on Friday 9th May. Also, a huge thank you to those who helped organise and run the event 

too – we couldn't have done it without you: Bruno Valek (Yr 9), Antoni Mielcarek (Yr 9), Dominic 

Szczepanek (Yr 10), Ugo Ibekwe (Yr 7), Nelio Da Costa Viegas (Yr 9), Ms Shaw, Mr Walsh and Miss Stone!  

Please do take the time to read our PowerPoint (attached) to test yourself and your polyglottal knowledge 

of culture and language – there is so much still to learn and appreciate in our beautiful and awe-inspiring 

world! There is an answer slide for every one of twelve challenging questions!  

Congratulations to Peter House, who came 1st with 1000 well-deserved house points, and runner-up 

Veronica House. 

 

We wish you in advance, a happy, healthy and harmonious half term! 

0 
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District Athletics Meet 

We are incredibly proud to share the outstanding achievements of our students who represented our 

school at the recent District Athletics Meet held at Hillingdon Athletics Centre on Monday 12th and 

Wednesday 14th May. 

A team of 60 enthusiastic and dedicated athletes from Years 7 to 10 competed in a range of track and field 

events, including sprints, long-distance races, relays, high jump, long jump, triple jump, shot put, javelin 

and discus. Their hard work, sportsmanship, and determination truly shone through.  

The highlights of the day were: 

Year 7 Girls Year 7 Boys Year 8 Girls Year 8 Boys 

Tianna Lescott 1st in 
600m 

Lorcan daly 1st in javelin 
and set a new district 

record 

Amelia Odindo 1st in 
long jump and 100m 

David Bialek 1st in 
Javelin and set a new 

district record. 

Ella Sibanda 1st in 75m Marcus Slimakowski 
1st in shot put and set a 

new district record 

The girls team came 
5th overall 

 

The girls team game 
3rd overall 

The boys team came 
3rd overall 

  

 

Year 9 Girls Year 9 Boys Year 10 Girls Year 10 Boys 

Neve Cullen 1st in 100m 
and set a new district 

record 

Olly Kosiba 1st in javelin 
and set a new district 

record 

Samantha Albalate 
1st in shot put 

Noah Devereux 1st in 
high jump and set a 
new district record 

The girls team came 
3rd overall 

Jenson Boggi 1st in 
100m 

Natalia Zaworska 1st in 
discuss 

Tymon Zygmuntowicz 
1st in 1500m 

 The boys team cam 
4th overall 

The girls team came 
3rd overall 

The boys team came 
3rd overall. 

 

The following students have qualified to represent the Slough team at the Berkshire schools athletics 

championships: 

JG 100m Neve Cullen 

IG Shot Sam Albalate 

SG 100m Mia Woodley 

SG 800 Ana Passos 

JB 200m Jenson Bohgi 

JB Javelin Olly Kosiba 

IB High Jump Noah Devereux 

IB 100m Hurdles Alexander Baptista 

 

            

Beyond the medals, every student demonstrated resilience, teamwork, and school spirit. Whether they were 

competing, cheering from the sidelines, or helping with equipment, their positive attitude made us all proud. 
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Year 12 Hazards Learning at the Natural History Museum 

On Friday 9th May, the Year 12 Geographers visited the Natural History Museum to stretch and 

consolidate the learning of their Hazards topic for their A-Level course. They completed tasks using the 

Volcanoes and Earthquakes exhibit, and learnt about forces that shape the Earth in other parts of the Red 

Zone. Of course, we couldn't miss the Dinosaur exhibit (the highlight for many), but we completed the 

visit with an interactive mixed-reality experience, which gave us a hopeful insight into what scientists 

think life on Earth could look like in 100 years’ time! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sustainability Elective Students Take Action for a Cleaner Community 

As part of their ongoing commitment to care for creation, students in the 

Sustainability elective recently took part in a community litter pick in the local 

area. With bags in hand and a strong sense of purpose, the students spent an 

afternoon clearing litter from streets and public spaces, making a visible 

difference in their own neighbourhood. 

This practical activity tied directly into their learning about sustainability in 

urban areas, where clean, safe environments are essential to the well-being of 

both people and planet. By taking action locally, the students helped promote 

a more sustainable and respectful approach to how we live in and care for our 

towns and cities. 

Their efforts also reflected core principles of Catholic Social Teaching, 

particularly stewardship of creation, which reminds us of our responsibility 

to protect the Earth as a gift from God. Through their work, the students 

demonstrated solidarity, participation, and a commitment to the common 

good, showing how faith and action can work hand in hand to make a 

difference. 
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Japanese Elective Practice 

In their elective lessons, our students have been 

practicing Japanese writing. They are improving their 

skills through fun exercises, making great progress 

and showing lots of enthusiasm for the language! 

 

 

 

NFL Flag Football 

Last Friday, the Girls' NFL Flag Football team competed in the Jets League Championships Finals Day at 
Chiswick RFC, where the top teams battled it out to see who would be crowned champion. 

The team was placed in the hardest pool, alongside the previous winners (and eventual champions) Ealing 
Fields and Harris Academy. They progressed from the pool stages to play for the plate, convincingly beating 
Villiers School by 40 points. 

The team finished 10th overall out of 28 teams, making them one of the top 10 Flag Football teams in 
London, an improvement on last year, with hopes of a top 5 finish next year. 
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Supporting Your Child Through Exam Pressure 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

As exams approach, it's natural for students to feel increased pressure. To help manage this, we’re sharing 

a helpful poster from Number22, offering practical advice and tips for coping with exam stress. Please take 

a moment to review it with your child. 

Together, we can ensure they feel supported during this challenging time. 
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Menu and Competition – Harrison’s Catering 

 

 

Submissions must be 

submitted by Friday 

6th June 2025. 
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SCHOOL CLUBS  

Languages Department 

Our KS3 French and Spanish students have come back with a lamblike spring in their step, ready for a fun 

Summer of MFL club activities! We are currently working on a project to present to other students and 

staff.  Come along Tuesdays Week A at 3:30-4:30pm in T5 with Ms Shaw. Our aim is to having lots of fun 

with languages, exploring cultural themes and enjoying existing and new friendships. We are active, curious 

and compassionate! 
  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Love music? Want to learn how to play in a string ensemble? Join Mr 

Orval on Tuesdays at 3:15pm in the XA room. Several instruments (violin, 

viola, cello) are available for new/aspiring members. Contact your music 

teacher for further details. 

Thursday at 8am – Singing Club / Friday Afterschool – Band Jam 

 


