
Newsletter 12th June 2026 

 

Head Teachers Message  

Dear Parents and Carers,   

Hope you are all safe and well. Click HERE for this weeks Head Teacher Message.  

Please like and subscribe to be made aware of all new and exciting St Josephs content.  

St Joseph, pray for us. 

Miss Riddles 

https://youtu.be/nvImvoRbWsA
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Free School Meal changes from September 2026 

From 1st September 2026, there will be changes to those who are entitled for Free School 

Meals. This may affect parents of those children already currently entitled to Free School 

Meals as well as those who may now be eligible from September if they meet the criteria set 

by the Government. Please can I ask all parents to read the letter attached from Slough 

Borough Council and ask: 

1. All parents who’s child/children are currently entitled to Free School Meals, please 

can you complete the application form and return to the office by Monday 15th June. 

This so we can make sure our system is up-to-date and we can then pass this 

information to Slough Borough Council to ensure, come September, your child 

receives a Free School Meal each day if eligible. 

2. If you are a parent and now think your child will now be entitled to Free School 

Meals due to the information in the letter, please complete the application for and 



hand into the office again by the 15th June. We will also send off to Slough Borough 

Council who will then see whether your child is entitled or not. 

It is really important we get this information by the 15th June so we can send through to 

Slough Borough Council as quickly as possible to ensure if any issue, we can contact you as 

quickly as possible.  

Please see attached the letter from Slough Council and the application form.  

Year 7 News 

Hi all,  

Just wanted to say a big well done to all of the Year 7 students who competed in the 

Quadkids competition. They represented our school extremely well and we had some really 

great results! 

Please be aware that some of you may have received a notification on ClassCharts called 

'Homework Reminder', this essentially is reminding parents and students that two 

Homework X's have been collected already during this half term, getting one more would 

lead to receiving a Homework Detention for 3 days during the following week. Myself and 

tutors will be keeping a close eye on this so please ensure that all Homework is done to the 

best of ones ability and always on time! 

Have a lovely weekend! 

Mr Cooper-Santos - Head of Year 7 

Year 8 News 

This week, Year 8 students have recieved over 700 positive points for their effort, behaviour, 

and commitment to learning. Well done to all students on this fantastic achievement. 

The focus continues to be on maintaining high standards of school uniform. Consistent 

expectations around uniform are an important part of our daily routines. We appreciate your 

continued support in ensuring that Year 8 students attend school each day in the correct 

uniform. 

Some parents and students may have received a 'Homework Reminder' notification via 

ClassCharts. This indicates that two Homework Xs have already been recorded this half term. 

A further Homework XH will result in a Homework Detention during the following week. 

Thank you for your support in ensuring that homework is completed and submitted on time. 

 

Have a lovely weekend! 



Mrs. Viegas - Head of Year 8 

Year 9 News 

It has been another excellent week for Year 9, with students earning almost 1,000 positive 

points across the year group, Well done to everyone.  As we move towards the end of the 

academic year, it is important that students continue to work hard, maintain high standards, 

and make the most of every learning opportunity to set themselves up for success next year. 

A welcome decrease in Homework Xs across the year group. Thank you to students and 

families for supporting homework routines and ensuring work is completed on time. 

 

Look after your loved ones. 

Mr Hunt – Head of Year 9 

Year 10 News 

Year 10 recorded a 72% positive ratio this week. We have seen the highest number of 

Homework XH’s this year (76) and a significant increase in uniform issues (48). This links to 

the uniform concerns and discussions this week, and I want to be clear: we are keeping 

routines consistent because consistent routines create a calm, strong learning environment 

for everyone. Thank you for supporting this at home by ensuring uniform is correct each 

morning and that homework is completed on time. 

PPE1 starts next week. Students have received their timetables and revision should now be 

at an all-time high. Please make sure revision is happening at home; short, regular sessions, 

focused on the subjects they are sitting first, will make the biggest difference. 

On a positive note, attendance is 96% this week; this is a great improvement and above the 

national average. Well done and thank you for prioritising attendance at a crucial time. 

God bless. 

Mr Whiteside - Head of Year 10 

Year 11 News 

With the end of exams now in sight and just two school days remaining, I would like to take 

a moment to recognise how fantastic Year 11 have been throughout this exam period. Their 

resilience, focus, and maturity have been exemplary, and I am incredibly proud of each and 

every one of them. They should all feel very proud of their efforts and the way they have 

conducted themselves. 



A gentle reminder that the deposit for Prom is due today. If there are any issues or concerns, 

please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

I am really looking forward to celebrating with you all at Prom on Tuesday 7th July; it 

promises to be a wonderful evening! 

Miss Joseph - Head of Year 11 

Year 12 News 

It's been a great week for Year 12 students and this is reflected in the number of positive 

points they gave earnt this week. On Monday the PPE exams begin for all students and the 

timetable has been shared with them. Morning exams will take place at 08:45am so 

students need to line up at 08:25am and afternoon exams will take place at 1pm so student 

need to be lined up by 12:40pm. To help support you child during this time there are a few 

things you can do: 

• make sure they eat breakfast before a morning exam 

• speak to your child about their revision and how they are preparing for exams 

• make sure they have access to a quiet space at home to study 

We have started UCAS/careers sessions with the Year 12 students but I am aware that as a 

parent you might wish to have a opportunity to receive some information on how you can 

support you child with this. To gage how many parents would be interested in an 

information evening on Post-18 options I would be most grateful if you could click on the link 

below fill in the form, there is three questions so it will only take a minute or two. 

Parental support with UCAS and careers – Fill out form 

I hope you all have a fabulous weekend, 

Mrs Finn – Head of Year 12 

Students of the Week 

Year 7: Jasmine Misiani for always demonstrating what it means to be a St Joseph's 

student and to Kacper Nycz for having a great week and showing his true effort in all 

lessons.  

Year 8: Benjael Rebelo & Salome Fernandes for fantastic week. 

Year 9:  Michalina Pieczak & Adam Kahn 0x's and a fantastic week  

Year 10: Joanna Balasa and Vittorio Fernando 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=nRr-BijQTU2WCf5rTXAvSV2jTnuSZpRAsh_80_aPTsZUOFFWVUs2SkpLVUNXUzc3TUVDUE9FUjI3RC4u


Year 12: Nathan James for earning the most positive points and Marcus Chodoruk for 

working hard in Economics 

Homework Superstar 

 

Yr 10 and 12 PPE Season: Important Information for Parents and 

Carers 

The PPEs for Year 10 and 12 will begin on the 15th of June and last for two weeks, with 

MFL speaking exams on the 29th of June. 

As we approach the Year 10 and 12 PPE period, we would like to thank parents and carers 

for their continued support in helping students prepare for their exams.  

Please find the following protocol that will allow exams to run smoothly and that students 

are able to perform at their best. 

Before the Exam 

Please help your child to: 

• Check their exam timetable carefully and know when and where each exam is taking 

place. They will receive a paper copy and an electronic copy with a live link. It is the 

student’s responsibility to check this and know where their exam is (there are several 

exam locations). 

• Arrive at school in good time for all examinations. 

• Bring the correct equipment, including black pens, pencils, ruler, calculator, green 

pens and specific equipment such as protractors and compasses. Students should 

check with their teachers if in doubt. 

• Bring a clear water bottle with any labels removed. 

• Leave mobile phones, smart & normal watches and any unauthorised materials in 

their bag before entering the exam venue. 

Students should arrive for exam line-up at the following times: 

• Morning examinations: 8:25am 



• Afternoon examinations: 12:50pm 

Students arriving after these times may be recorded as late because this can disrupt the 

start time of exams. 

Examination Regulations 

All examinations are conducted under Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) regulations 

(https://www.jcq.org.uk/)  

It is important that students understand that exam boards consider possession of 

unauthorised items very seriously. In many cases, intent is not taken into account. For 

example: 

• Forgetting that a mobile phone is in a pocket. 

• Accidentally bringing notes into the exam room. 

• Wearing a watch into the examination venue. 

These situations can still result in exam board investigations and may lead to penalties, 

including the loss of marks or disqualification from an examination. 

We would therefore appreciate your support in reminding students to thoroughly check 

their pockets and belongings before attending each exam. 

If Your Child Is Unwell/late to school 

• If your child is unable to attend an examination due to illness, please contact the 

school as soon as possible on the morning of the examination.  

• If your child is late to school, they should go straight to the reception and hand in 

their phone. They may need to be supervised if the exam has begun. 

Thank you for your continued support and please reach out to our Exams Officer (Ms S Dar 

s.dar@st-josephs.slough.sch.uk) for any questions. 

St Josephs Catholic High School Gets Gold! 

We are delighted to announce that we, St Josephs Catholic High School, have achieved the 

School Games Gold Mark Award for the 2025/26 academic year.  

The School Games Mark is a Government-led award scheme launched in 2012, facilitated by 

the Youth Sport Trust to reward schools for their commitment to the development of 

competition across their school and into the community. We are delighted to have been 

recognised for our success. This year we have had the highest participation rates in the 

Slough Schools Sports Network events. Our students have represented the school in a 

variety of sporting opportunities as participants and leaders.   

https://www.jcq.org.uk/
mailto:s.dar@st-josephs.slough.sch.uk


With a large number of young people competing in local inter-school competitions this year, 

we are extremely proud of our pupils for their dedication to all aspects of school sport, 

including those young volunteers, leaders and officials who made our competitions possible. 

Over 689 opportunities have been given to St Josephs pupils so far this year through the the 

SSSN and our departmental trips. Many more opportunities are still available in St Josephs 

Sports week and National School Sports week.   

As part of our application, we were asked to fulfil criteria in the areas of participation, 

competition, workforce and clubs, and we are pleased that the hard work of everyone at our 

school has been rewarded this year.   

A special thanks to all the St Josephs PE department for their hard work, commitment and 

determination this year to run clubs, fixtures, trips and deliver engaging lessons. This helps 

to motivate young people and encourage them to be physically active each day.   

We look forward to applying once again in 2027! 

 



Upcoming PE dates  

 

Monday 15th June- Year 8 rounders tournament vs St Bernards (A) 

Tuesday 16th June- Secondary girls cricket trip 

Wednesday 17th June- Ascot races trip 

Thursday 18th June- Yr 9 and 10 rounders vs Bayliss (H) 

 

St Josephs Sports week (WB 22nd June) 

All Week; PE interform (students need coloured house t shirts for lessons) 

Monday 22nd June- Golf trip 



Tuesday 23rd June- Ice skating trip 

Wednesday 24th June- Golf trip  

Thursday 25th June- Velodrome trip 

Thursday 25th June- Climbing trip 

Friday 26th June- Hado  

Friday 3rd July- Sports day  

EAL NEWS 

Supporting Your Child During End-of-Year Exams 

As we approach the end-of-year examination period, I would like to thank all parents and 

carers for your continued support. Research consistently shows that parental involvement is 

one of the most important factors in a child's educational success. Your encouragement, 

interest, and guidance can make a significant difference to your child's confidence, 

motivation, and achievement. 

For our EAL learners, support at home is especially valuable. While examinations assess 

subject knowledge, they also require students to understand key vocabulary, instructions, 

and examination language. 

How Parents Can Support at Home 

• Encourage regular revision by helping your child create a simple revision timetable and 

sticking to a routine. 

• Talk about learning. Ask your child what topics they have revised each day and encourage 

them to explain concepts in their own words. 

• Support vocabulary development. Discuss key subject words and encourage your child to 

use both English and their home language to deepen understanding where appropriate. 

• Provide a quiet study space. A calm environment free from distractions can help students 

concentrate and revise effectively. 

• Promote healthy habits. Ensure your child gets enough sleep, eats nutritious meals, stays 

hydrated, and takes regular breaks during revision. 

• Build confidence. Praise effort, perseverance, and progress rather than focusing solely on 

results. Positive encouragement helps reduce exam anxiety. 

At St Joseph's Catholic High School, we are proud of the hard work and resilience shown by 

our students throughout the year. Together, by working in partnership between home and 

school, we can help every child achieve their very best. 



Thank you for your ongoing support, and we wish all students every success in their 

upcoming examinations. 

 

Ms Ura  

EAL Coordinator  

Sustainability Elective 

Students in the Sustainability Elective recently took part in the Post Pals charity scheme by 

creating thoughtful cards and messages for children living with serious illnesses. This act of 

kindness reflects the UN Sustainable Development Goal of Good Health and Well-being (SDG 

3) and Catholic Social Teaching principles of Human Dignity and Solidarity, reminding us of 

the importance of caring for others. We are incredibly proud of our students for taking the 

time to brighten a child's day and bring smiles to children facing difficult challenges. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

The Lodge Gardening Elective!  

Welcome to Summer 2 of our Gardening Elective and we have some exciting updates!  



1. Welcome to our new group of Lodge Gardeners, you have really taken the reigns and 

ensured that our vegetables and garden is being cared for! With us starting to pick 

our vegetables that have been grown.  

2. We have been lucky enough to start picking some of the vegetables, starting with our 

radishes! Miss Stone was very happy to see these are ready! She enjoyed them very 

much!!  

Over the next couple of weeks we will begin to plant our sunflowers, representing how we 

all grow into unique individuals.  

The new group have done really well and we cannot wait to see the progress made! 

Mr Martin & Mrs Niculae 

 

 



Geography Club - Debate on Global Development 

Students investigated differences in wealth and development between countries by 

comparing average family incomes from around the world. They then debated whether 

wealthier countries, such as the UK and the USA, should provide aid to less developed 

countries, considering a variety of viewpoints and using evidence to support their opinions. 

The activity helped students deepen their understanding of the development gap and the 

challenges faced by countries at different stages of development. It was great to see such 

thoughtful discussion and active participation from everyone involved 

Music Department News 

Extra Curricular Clubs: 

• Strings Club: Friday's afterschool in XA room 3:15-415pm 

• Singing Club: Thursday mornings before line up in Music room. 8am-8:20am 

• GCSE Music Help: Lunch 1 Monday, Wednesday, Friday. 

Instrumental Lessons - Slough Music Service: 

At Joseph's, instrumental lessons can be provided during the school day via Slough Music 

Service. If you ae interested in taking lessons in a particular instrument, please complete the 

application form via the Slough Music Service website.  

If you want to have lessons but do not have access to an instrument, or have any questions, 

please speak to Miss Ure.   

https://www.sloughmusicservice.co.uk/instrument-lessons/  

https://www.sloughmusicservice.co.uk/instrument-lessons/


Karting Elective 

 

Gems Team 

As we approach the summer holidays, we wanted to remind you about the free virtual 

workshops and courses available through GEMS to support families of children and young 

people with autism and/or ADHD. 

These sessions are designed to help parents and carers gain practical strategies, build 

confidence, and connect with others in a supportive environment. Your child does not need 

to have a diagnosis for you to attend, the workshops are also open to families whose child is 

waiting for assessment or where autism and/or ADHD has been diagnosed. 

Upcoming sessions before the summer holidays include topics such as: 

• Sleep – Autism & ADHD – Tuesday 9 June, 7–9pm 

• ADHD Course – Wednesdays 10, 17 and 24 June, 7–9pm 

• Sensory Processing – Tuesday 16 June, 7–9pm 

• AuDHD – Tuesday 30 June, 7–9pm 

• Interoception – Tuesday 30 June, 7–9pm 



• Barriers to School: Can’t go, not won’t go – Wednesday 1 July, 10am–12noon 

• Empowering Calm – Wednesday 8 July, 10am–12noon 

Places are limited, and some sessions are already fully booked, so we encourage you to visit 

the GEMS workshops page and book as soon as possible. 

Book your place here: 

https://www.gems4health.com/workshops/ 

  

These workshops are available for families who live in, or whose GP is based in, East 

Berkshire, including Slough, Windsor, Maidenhead and Bracknell. 

 

https://www.gems4health.com/workshops/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Help St Joseph's win £1000 for books 

 

 To celebrate the 2026 National Year of Reading, we're giving away even more prizes. Each 

week until 24th June, we'll pick a flash winner to receive a £100 National Book Tokens gift 

card for their school and £25 for themselves – that's seven more chances to win! 

Please click HERE for the entry page. 

I Can do Maths 

 

Solution to last Week’s Puzzler 

 

https://newsletters.booktokens.co.uk/c/17hOF72Kpk2CSHOaUPGRLRjQCU
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools-prize#form


Solution to the Break-time Teaser: 

 

Puzzler of the week 

 

Break-Time Teaser 

 

Send your answers to Mr Allinson. Complete answers will get positive points on Class 

Charts. 

Menu 

 



Clubs 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Term Dates 
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