
Newsletter 10th July 2026 

 

Head Teachers Message  

Dear Parents and Carers,   

Hope you are all safe and well. Click HERE for this weeks Head Teacher Message.  

Please like and subscribe to be made aware of all new and exciting St Josephs content.  

St Joseph, pray for us. 

Miss Riddles 

 

https://youtu.be/n80oW2_i5Ms
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Year 7 News 

A massive congratulations to all of the Year 7s who won awards last night at Awards evening, 

it was lovely to see everyone there. It is always such a great evening! 

With one week to go we still have a few things to look forward to: Year 7s last assembly on 

Monday, Rewards trips on Wednesday and our end of Year mass on Friday! It is looking to be 

a good week to finish the year.  

Have a lovely weekend! 

Mr Cooper-Santos - Head of Year 7 



Year 8 News 

Congratulations to all Year 8 students who received an award at our Awards Evening last 

night. It was a great opportunity to celebrate the effort, dedication and progress shown 

throughout the year. A special well done also goes to the students who took part in the 

performances, helping to make the evening a memorable celebration. 

Furthermore, I would like to emphasise that there has been a slight increase in the number 

of Homework Xs this week. As we approach the final week of term, please ensure that 

homework is completed carefully and submitted on time. Maintaining good homework 

routines right up until the end of term is important in supporting learning and helping 

students finish the term positively. 

We have an exciting final week ahead, with the Year 8 final assembly on Tuesday, reward 

trips on Wednesday and our End of Year Mass on Friday. School will finish at 12:30pm on 

Friday. 

Until then, take care of yourselves and have a pleasant weekend. 

Mrs. Viegas - Head of Year 8 

Year 9 News 

It is hard to believe that we have reached the final week before the summer break. Despite 

another spell of warm weather, it has been fantastic to see Year 9 students continuing to 

approach school life with maturity and the high standards we expect every day.  

There has been a slight increase in Homework Xs this week. As we prepare for the transition 

into Year 10, it is important that all homework is completed on time. Developing these 

habits now will be invaluable as homework becomes an integral part of learning and 

consolidating GCSE content next year. 

Congratulations to all students who received an award at yesterday's End of Year Rewards 

Afternoon. Your hard work, commitment and achievements throughout the year have been 

recognised, and you should be incredibly proud. 

Next week promises to be a busy and exciting one, with reward trips taking place throughout 

the week before we finish at 12:30pm on Friday. Have a fantastic final week of term! 

Look after your loved ones. 

Mr Hunt – Head of Year 9 



Year 10 News 

This week Year 10 achieved an 87% positive ratio, which is an improvement on last week 

and shows that many students are still making good choices and contributing positively 

around school. However, we have also seen an increase in some key areas of concern, 

particularly homework, off-task behaviour, equipment, talking and defiance. With only a 

short time left in Year 10, these standards cannot slip. Students must remain focused, 

prepared and respectful right up until the final day. 

Well done to all the students who conducted themselves brilliantly on the Geography trips 

over the past two weeks. It is always pleasing to hear when Year 10 students represent the 

school well outside of the building. I am proud of those who showed maturity, respect and 

enthusiasm throughout the trips. 

It has also been very hot recently, so please ensure your child comes to school prepared with 

water, a hat and, where helpful, a small personal fan. These small things make a big 

difference in helping students stay comfortable, focused and ready to learn. 

Congratulations to everyone who won awards at Awards Evening. I am incredibly proud of 

you. It was a brilliant opportunity to celebrate the students who have shown commitment, 

resilience and excellence across the year. 

Year 10 also received their PPE1 results this week. As parents, please make sure you log on 

to Pupil Progress and look carefully at your child’s results. This will help you see where they 

are doing well and where they need further support with revision and summer homework. 

These results are not the final destination, but they are a very important checkpoint before 

Year 11. 

Attendance this week is below where we need it to be. At this stage of the GCSE journey, 

every lesson matters. Please continue to prioritise attendance, punctuality and strong 

routines at home.We are nearly at the end of Year 10.  

Let’s keep pushing, keep standards high and finish strong. 

God bless. 

Mr Whiteside - Head of Year 10 

Year 12 News 

Yesterday evening we celebrated our annual awards evening and it was great to see so many 

of the year 12 students be recognised for their hard work and achievement over this 

academic year. Not only were their awards for academic success but a few year 12 students 

were also recognised for the significant contributions they make to the whole community 



here at St. Josephs. I honestly could not be prouder of all the students and their generosity 

and kindness is truly appreciated by every member of staff. 

Next week is the last week of term and there are lots of things happen including rewards 

trips. Please could I ask that you make sure you son or daughter is well prepared for any trip 

they maybe attending including, hats, sun screen and water as looks like it will be another 

warm week. Friday 17th July is the last day of term and we mark this occasion with a whole 

school mass and students will be dismissed at 12:30pm. 

I hope you all have a fabulous weekend, 

Mrs Finn – Head of Year 12 

Students of the Week 

Year 7:  Jennina Reyes and Domas Puidokas for consistently being excellent! 

Year 8: Ava Ashdown and Lorcan Daly for their outstanding performance at the awards 

evening. 

Year 9: David Bialek & Nela Mocny  

Year 10: Marcin Gosek and Nadia Kulikowska 

Year 12: Matthew Reis and Liza Pereira for earning the most positive points this week 

Homework superstars 

Marysia Kostrakiewicz 7 Jerome 

Nathan Koomson 8 Cecilia 

Sameer Gupta 9 Cecilia 

Tyra Jonga 10 Veronica  

Eva Fernandes 12 Cecilia 

Summer Homework 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

From research students tend to have on average 3 months regression during the summer 

holiday.  Effects tend to be higher for literacy (three months’ regression) than mathematics 

(two months’ regression). To mitigate this, students have been set summer homework 

especially examination groups Year 10 to Year 11 and Year 12 to Year 13.  



We know that the holidays are important times for rest and relaxation for our students and 

it is important that we give them a chance to relax and enjoy their time off. However, if they 

can schedule some time for learning they will be able to complete the homework set. 

Thank you for your support always. 

Mrs Jackson-Bickersteth 

Upcoming PE dates  

 

Monday 13th July - Try it festival 

Boys dance 

 

On Thursday 9th July, a group of our boys took part in an exciting dance workshop led by 

Toby and Aaron from Creative Dance Academy as part of the This Boy Can Dance project. 

The session was designed to encourage boys to experience dance in a fun, supportive 

environment while building confidence, teamwork and creativity. Throughout the workshop, 



the students enthusiastically embraced the challenge, learned a range of new dance moves 

and developed their performance skills. 

It was fantastic to see everyone fully engaged, stepping outside their comfort zones and 

enjoying something different. The energy and enthusiasm shown by all involved made for a 

brilliant session, and the students left with new skills, increased confidence and plenty of 

smiles. 

A huge thank you to Toby and Aaron from Creative Dance Academy for delivering such an 

inspiring and enjoyable workshop. We look forward to welcoming them back for future 

sessions. 

British Racing School 

This week, we were delighted to welcome the British Racing School's Ride A Dream 

Academy to St Joseph's for an exciting and inspiring visit. 

Students had the opportunity to take part in a Jockey Fitness Challenge, where they tested 

their balance, coordination, strength and endurance through a series of activities designed 

to replicate the physical demands of being a jockey. The team also brought along their racing 

simulator, giving students the unique experience of seeing what it takes to ride a racehorse 

in competition. 

The sessions were thoroughly enjoyed by everyone involved, with students embracing the 

challenges and learning more about the opportunities available within the horse racing 

industry. 

A special congratulations goes to Jessica in Year 10 and Sofia in Year 9, who achieved the 

highest scores in the fitness challenges. Their outstanding performances were a fantastic 

achievement, and they should be incredibly proud of their efforts. 

A huge thank you to the team from the British Racing School's Ride A Dream Academy for 

delivering such an engaging and memorable experience for our students. 

Year 10 Geography Trip to London 

This week, another group of our GCSE Geography students travelled to London to complete 

their fieldwork investigations. They visited Stratford to study the regeneration of the 

Olympic Park site before heading to Hyde Park to investigate biodiversity richness within a 

UK grassland ecosystem. Despite the hot weather, the students showed excellent resilience, 

enthusiasm and teamwork throughout the day. They collected valuable data, represented 

the school superbly and were a real credit to the school. Well done to everyone involved! 



 

 

 



 

Our Students Making Their Mark 

We are delighted to share that our A Level Geography student, Rosa Bavington, has had her 

article and photographs about UK moths and butterflies published in the latest magazine 

from Little Green Change. 

This is a fantastic achievement, and we are incredibly proud of Rosa's hard work, creativity, 

and passion for the natural world. You can read her published article by clicking the link 

here: https://heyzine.com/flip-book/7b5e86f498.html  

We are also extremely proud of all the students who submitted their work. The quality of 

the entries was outstanding, and we hope this is just the beginning of an ongoing 

partnership with Little Green Change, creating more opportunities for our students to have 

their work featured in future editions of the magazine. 

https://heyzine.com/flip-book/7b5e86f498.html


 

The Lodge Gardening Elective  

Well another exciting week here in The Lodge Garden with our carrots ready! Students really 

enjoyed helping Mrs Niculae pick the carrots and then spent some time doing some tidying 

up around the garden and most importantly watering our plants.  

Next week is our final session for this half term and we cannot wait to give you all a roundup 

on our progress!  

Have a lovely weekend everyone!  

Mr Martin & Mrs Niculae  

 



 

 



Music Department News 

 

Music News:  

This half term has been a busy term for musical performances, firstly with the Induction 

Mass for Miss Riddles and now this week having two events in one.  

On Tuesday 7th July, one of our KS4 bands were selected by Slough Music Service to perform 

in the annual Dani Awards Evening. The evening, which centers around celebration of music 

in our local community, was an opportunity for the a selection of the most prominent young 

musicians in the area. Additionally, the event took place at Other Space Arts in Windsor, 

given local musicians opportunities to perform in a professional space. The band D.O.V.Z, 

which includes Daniel L, Olly K, Vittorio F and Zach V-D, participated int he Battle of the 

Bands earlier this year and achieved second place, with the panel being so impressed they 

couldn't wait to give them another opportunity to perform, reprising their performance of 

Everlong by the Foo Fighters. 

Next up we had our annual St Joseph's Awards Evening, where D.O.V.Z performed again, but 

also many excellent performances from some of our excellent music students. We had good 

vibes and chilled tunes from the Singing Club in the quad whilst guests received 

refreshments and canapes. There were also solo piano performances to welcome guests into 

the hall and two performances from the Theatre company. As an extra sweet treat, former 

student Mia Welsh was our guest speaker, performing a beautiful rendition of The Winner 

Takes it All by Abba, and accompanied by former music student Jonathan Deen! 

Congratulations to all of our performers on such a wonderful evening.  

Extra Curricular Clubs: 

• Strings Club: Friday's afterschool in XA room 3:15-4:15pm 

• Singing Club: Thursday mornings before line up in Music room. 8am-8:20am 

• GCSE Music Help: Lunch 1 Monday, Wednesday, Friday. 

Instrumental Lessons - Slough Music Service: 

At Joseph's, instrumental lessons can be provided during the school day via Slough Music 

Service. If you are interested in taking lessons in a particular instrument, please complete 



the application form via the Slough Music Service website. You can apply for lessons in any 

instrument. Costings and term prices are available on the website.  

If you want to have lessons but do not have access to an instrument, or have any questions, 

please speak to Miss Ure.   

https://www.sloughmusicservice.co.uk/instrument-lessons/  

Design and Technology News 

Food Preparation and Nutrition 

This week Year 8 have made delicious mini custard and fruit tarts. Sadly I did not get to try 

any this time :( but hopefully they have been enjoyed by year 8s and maybe even shared a 

little. 

 

 

https://www.sloughmusicservice.co.uk/instrument-lessons/


 

 

KS3 D&T Challenges 

YEAR 8 

There have been some brilliant structures, some 'creative' structures and some structures 

that have exceeded expectations! Well done year 8. Testing concludes next week! A photo of 

some willing volunteers and the towers designed by their group. 



 

Year 9 

Year 9 designers developed their 2D CAD skills to design cultural souvenirs. After designing, 

pupils were able to iterate their designs and some were then manufactured on the laser 

cutter. 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

Make It elective 

Pupils this week finished off their string art. They used beads to make adornments of their 

choosing, we had some beautiful bracelets, and some rather fantastic beaded creatures and 

objects. It is so good to create things although simple these projects encourage creativity, 

mindfulness and a sense of accomplishment. Using tools and a range of materials also 

enhances fine motor skills and encourages problem solving. It has been a pleasure to make 

things with this group of students who have been a joy and been willing to give things a try. 

 



 

 

DT Club-Designeers- Make It Monday 

This week the focus was on exploring 3D design and 3D printing possibilities. Pupils 

investigated tools and created designs in Tinkercad, and we were able to print a couple of 

products by the end of the session, ready for a little development and 2nd try next time! 



 

 



 

 

D&T Department STARS 



The following pupils were nominated for awards in Design & Technology and Food 

Preparation & Nutrition. Well done for your consistent efforts in class.  

Year 7 Justyna Brzezinska 

Year 8  Lena Chmielewska 

Year 9 Lena Wilk 

Year 10 Vaiva Liutkeviciute  + Jude Martin 

Year 11 Abigail Samar + Lena Margilewska 

Year 12 Oliver Mahoney 

Year 13 Oliwia Mroz 

Karting Elective 

 



Holiday Activities Programme - Summer 2026 

 

Kooth – Free Online Mental Health Support for Young People 

Did you know that our students have access to Kooth, a free, safe and anonymous online 

mental health and wellbeing service for young people aged 10–18? 

Commissioned by the NHS and accredited by the British Association for Counselling and 

Psychotherapy (BACP), Kooth provides confidential support to help children and young 

people manage their mental health and emotional wellbeing. It complements existing 

support available through schools and other services. 

What Kooth offers: 

•  Free online counselling with qualified mental health practitioners via live text chat 

or secure messaging.  

•  Self-help tools including journals, goal-setting activities and wellbeing exercises to 

help young people build resilience and develop positive coping strategies.  

•  Peer support through moderated online discussion boards where young people can 

safely connect with others experiencing similar challenges.  

•  Helpful resources including articles, videos and activities covering a wide range of 

mental health and wellbeing topics.  



Why use Kooth? 

•  No referral is needed – young people can register themselves in just a few minutes.  

•  The service is completely anonymous, helping many young people feel more 

comfortable seeking support.  

•  Available 365 days a year, with live counselling offered:  Monday to Friday: 12.00 

pm – 10.00 pm  Weekends: 6.00 pm – 10.00 pm  

•  Content is carefully moderated and tailored to be appropriate for different age 

groups.  

Kooth offers an additional source of support for young people who may be struggling with 

their mental health, feeling anxious, stressed or overwhelmed, or who simply want someone 

to talk to. It provides a safe, welcoming space where they can access professional advice and 

practical wellbeing tools whenever they need them. 

For more information or to register, visit www.kooth.com. 

I Can do Maths 

 

Solution to last Week’s Puzzler 

 

Solution to the Break-time Teaser: 

 

http://www.kooth.com/


Puzzler of the week 

 

Break-Time Teaser 

 

Send your answers to Mr Allinson. Complete answers will get positive points on Class 

Charts. 

Menu 

 



AFC Shout 

 

Clubs 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Term Dates 

 



 



 


	Newsletter 10th July 2026
	Head Teachers Message
	43. Theme of the week 12th July 2026
	Year 7 News
	Year 8 News
	Year 9 News
	Year 10 News
	Year 12 News
	Students of the Week
	Homework superstars
	Summer Homework
	Upcoming PE dates
	Boys dance
	British Racing School
	Year 10 Geography Trip to London
	Our Students Making Their Mark
	The Lodge Gardening Elective
	Music Department News
	Design and Technology News
	Food Preparation and Nutrition
	KS3 D&T Challenges
	Make It elective
	DT Club-Designeers- Make It Monday

	Karting Elective
	Holiday Activities Programme - Summer 2026
	Kooth – Free Online Mental Health Support for Young People
	I Can do Maths
	Solution to last Week’s Puzzler
	Solution to the Break-time Teaser:
	Puzzler of the week
	Break-Time Teaser
	Menu
	AFC Shout
	Clubs
	Term Dates

