
 
 

 
 

Friday, 10 October 2025 

During the first week of the Easter Holidays, 50 students and 6 staff members went on the school's annual 

ski trip.  It was an incredible holiday full of memorable moments and memories created that will last a 

lifetime. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Head Teacher Message 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Hope you are all safe and well. Link to the latest video is: 

https://youtu.be/BoXApAPoHQY  

Please like and subscribe to be made aware of all new and exciting 

St Josephs content.  

St Joseph, pray for us. 

Mr Stapleton 

 

Newsletter 

St Joseph’s Catholic High School 

Friday 10th October 2025 

 

 

Congratulations to 

Veronica House for 

leading inspiring 

assemblies across the 

year groups on the 

theme of Increasing Our 

Faith. The sessions have 

been truly impactful, and 

it’s been wonderful to see 

students wholeheartedly 

embracing our core 

values of being faith-

filled and hopeful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“The glory of God is a 

human being fully alive!” 

https://youtu.be/BoXApAPoHQY
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Theme of the Week – Give glory to God 

In the Gospel on Sunday we a hear of a Samaritan meeting Jesus. We previously 

heard of the Good Samarian last academic year (the Gospel from Sunday 13th 

July, 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time). And the Samaritans were a group with both 

a Jewish and pagan heritage. Although they revered Yahweh (a Hebrew name 

for God) as did the Jews, their faith was not the common Judaism of that day, 

hence Samaritans were looked down upon. And in the Gospel reading from 

Sunday, it is the Samaritan (the person seen not to have the fullest, truest 

faith) who recognised the work of God. Just like when it was the Good 

Samaritan who actioned the true love of God by attending to the hurt and 

wounded.  In addition to this, the Samaritan was one of 10 who also suffered 

from leprosy. Lepers suffered not just through the disease but they were cast 

out from their homes and communities. Jesus however took pity on all who came 

to him for healing.  

Leprosy was seen to be a punishment for sin. So in the Gospel we see two groups 

despised at the time, the Samaritans and those with leprosy. However, God 

choses to heal the ‘foreigner’, this one who was a leper but also a Samaritan 

‘Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?’ 

– Here the recognition of God’s power through Jesus extends to all, Jew and 

non-Jew alike. The Samaritan was not the only one who had faith, but his 

gratitude sets him apart from the others, and Jesus upholds him as an example. 

This gospel reading is so fitting for today, because Jesus was travelling 

between the border of Galilee and Samaria; borders can often represent 

division. And today, wars are fought over borders, and again division is seen! 

God’s grace and healing does not confine itself to one given group. Sometimes 

we must also cross boundaries to obtain healing; and healing brings new life, 

which is completely dependent on faith. Have you experienced the pain of being 

excluded or treated as an outsider? During this week, reflect on where the 

barriers are in your own life, the things that cut you off from others. Be 

Active and Curious towards breaking down one of these barriers this 

week. 
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Give glory to God 

Weekly Reflections  

12th October 2025 

28th Week in Ordinary Time 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 17: 11-19  

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was passing along between Samaria 

and Galilee. And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, 

who stood at a distance and lifted up their voices, saying, ‘Jesus, 

Master, have mercy on us.’ When he saw them he said to them, ‘Go 

and show yourselves to the priests.’ And as they went they were 

cleansed. Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, 

turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he fell on his face 

at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. Then 

Jesus answered, ‘Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? Was 

no one found to return and give praise to God except this 

foreigner?’ And he said to him, ‘Rise and go your way; your faith 

has made you well.’ 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Loving God, 

We pray for those whose faith has been undermined by disputes and division; who 

feel hurt and let down by what has taken place. Allow us to Give Glory to God by 

being united in Christ. 

Amen 

Prayer for the Week 

Day 1 

Who in the Gospel turned 

back and praised God? 

What did they recognise 

that the others didn’t? 

Day 2 

 Borders can create 

division, why is this? 

The teachings of Christ 

are for all, how can we 

show Christ to all? 

Day 3 

Be Active and Curious by 

praying one decade of 

the Rosary to our Lady 

to someone who is in 

need? 
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Year 7 News 

 
We have only one week left of Year 7s first half term here at St Joseph's! They have their first awards 
assembly on Monday where students will have the chance to receive an award from each of the subjects 
and receive a badge from myself for consistently demonstrating our pupil profile values. I am very much 
looking forward to it! 
 
Have a lovely weekend 
 
Mr Cooper-Santos – Head of Year 7 
 

Year 7 Student of the Week 
 

Nathanael Sumith Oommen & Marcela Molska for excellent weeks 

 
Year 8 News 

It has been another excellent week for the year group, with a total of 981 positive points awarded. Well 

done to all students for their hard work and commitment to their learning. However, punctuality to 

school and lessons continues to be an area for improvement, and I encourage everyone to maintain 

consistency and high standards. 

The Hairspray school show is fast approaching, with the final performance next week. Rehearsals 

showcased tremendous talent and enthusiasm. Tickets are available now, Don’t miss the chance to see 

their talent in action. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Mrs Viegas - Head of Year 8 

Year 8 Student of the week: 

Alex Linadi and Jan Skrzypczynski for being active and curious towards their leaning this week. 

Year 9 News 

Another fantastic for Year 9. This week Year 9 had a 94% positive ratio with the most positive points 

coming from been Active & Curious.  

A massive well-done to 9 Veronica who led the Year 9 assembly yesterday, a splendid display of faith and 

public speaking.  

Have a great weekend, look after your loved ones.  

Mr Hunt – Head of Year 9 

Year 9 Students of the Week 

Joseph Cartwright and Particia Marciniec 
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Year 10 News 

A fantastic week, Year 10: we passed 1,000 positive points and hit a 93% positive ratio—great consistency 

in lessons and around school. 

On Monday we had school photos; please ask students for their barcode slips so you can view and order 

images at home. 

In sport, the boys’ football team earned a superb 2–1 win over Langley Academy, with David G netting 

both goals—well played, all. A shout-out as well to our BTEC Sport students for their professionalism 

during this week’s filming—excellent organisation and teamwork on display. 

Finally, a reminder that all absences must be reported via ClassCharts or by contacting the school office. 

Let’s keep the momentum going into next week. 

Mr Whiteside - Head of Year 10 

Year 10 Students of the Week 

Students of the week; Charlotte Mapanzure and Perez Mbidom. 

 

Year 11 News 

Another fantastic week in the books, well done to each and every one of you for your continued effort, 

positivity, and resilience as we approach the end of this half term. 

A huge congratulations to 11V for delivering an outstanding assembly to the year group. It takes real 

courage to stand up in front of your peers. Your theme of faith was thoughtfully explored and beautifully 

presented. Special shout-outs to Noah, Adewale, Jayden, Victor, Sonia and Amrita for speaking so 

confidently and eloquently. 

Looking ahead to next week, we’ll be celebrating Year 11’s progress with a celebration assembly; a chance 

to reflect on how far you’ve come and the goals you’re smashing along the way. 

And don’t forget the school production of Hairspray is running from Wednesday to Friday! Tickets are just 

£5 on ParentPay. Come along, support and enjoy a brilliant evening of music, talent, and fun. 

Have a lovely weekend One more week to go! 

Miss Joseph – Head of Year 11 

Year 11 Students of the week 

Isla Slessor and Victor Buda for receiving the most positive points 
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Year 12 News  

Another great week for our Year 12 students. So many of them are picking up positive points for excellent 

work and living out our St. Joseph's school values.  

We do have a few issues with lateness to school and homework not being completed. Can I just remind 

you that you can check your child's behaviour points and homework via class charts. If you are having 

trouble logging in, then please do get in touch. We need your support to ensure your child achieves well 

this year so that they can go on to Year 13 study with the secure knowledge they need. 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Mrs Finn – Head of Year 12 

Year 12 Students of the Week 

 

Farhan Farhad for excellent work in Physics Student of the week and Tyreese Chatyoka for great work 

in Philosophy and Ethics  

 

 

Year 13 News 

At the moment Year 13 are still busy with their UCAS applications and researching apprenticeship 

opportunities.  A number of our scholar’s group are in the midst of sitting entrance exams for various 

Universities and courses and we wish them every success with this.    

We extend a massive thank you to Cameron Fyfe for producing a Super Curricular Resource that is going 

to be a massive support to our new Year 12s and many other year groups to come.   

Some of our Student Leadership team are being trained in a school coaching program under the direction 

of Ms Burby and we hope to soon establish a culture of coaching and mentorship between our Year 12 

and 13 students in the Sixth Form. 

Miss Stevens – Head of Year 13 

Year 13 Students of the Week 

This week I nominate Cameron Fyfe for his amazing super curricular resource and Vanessa Anane for a 

super Business Ethics essay. 
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Ski Trip 2026 

We still have some spaces available for this year's Ski Trip to 

Folgarida, Italy.  

The cost for the trip is £1,080.  

There is a final chance to sign up by Friday 10th October. 

If you would like your child to attend but have not managed to 

pay the deposit yet, please contact me as soon as possible so we 

can discuss this. 

Mr Robinson 

c.robinson@st-josephs.slough.sch.uk  

 

Bikeability Cycle Safety Training 

Once again the school will be working with BeSpoke Cycle 

Instruction to offer Cycle Training for Everyone - Deliver Safer 

Training | Bikeability  in the spring term. 

Before this can be booked I need to know roughly how many 

people might take part. 

Register your interest by replying to the Microsoft Form that has 

been sent out on ClassCharts 

  

Mr Silver 

https://www.spokesci.com/
https://www.spokesci.com/
https://www.bikeability.org.uk/
https://www.bikeability.org.uk/
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One Week to go until Our School Production:  

Hairspray the Musical!  

Get ready for an unforgettable night of music, dance, and fun as our talented 

students bring Hairspray to the stage! 

Performance Dates & Times: 

• Wednesday, 15th October | 6:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

• Thursday, 16th October | 6:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

• Friday, 17th October | 5:30 PM – 8:00 PM 

Tickets: Only £5 each — available now on Parent Pay! 

Refreshments will be available during the interval, cash only  

Bring your family and friends for a fantastic evening of entertainment. We can’t 

wait to see you there! 
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Duke of Edinburgh Award Expedition 

A life-changing experience. An opportunity to have fun with 

friends. A chance to discover new interests and talents. A tool to 

develop essential skills for life and work. A recognised mark of 

achievement, respected by employers. The DofE is many things 

to many people, supporting generations to successfully navigate 

life. 

14-24 year olds can do a DofE programme at one of three 

progressive levels which, when successfully completed, leads to 

a Bronze, Silver or Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. There 

are four sections to complete at Bronze and Silver level and five 

at Gold. They involve helping the community/environment, 

becoming fitter and healthier, developing new skills, planning, 

training for and completing an expedition and, for Gold only, 

working with a team on a residential activity. 

Any young person can do their DofE. Achieving an Award isn’t a 

competition or about being first. It’s all about setting personal 

challenges and pushing personal boundaries. 

https://www.dofe.org/do/sections/
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Leadership Training Session 

This week, 61 of our dedicated sports students had the fantastic 

opportunity to take part in a leadership training session led by 

Adam Colley. The session focused on helping students develop 

key leadership skills and gain the confidence needed to deliver 

engaging and effective sessions to young people. 

Throughout the workshop, Adam shared valuable insights on 

what makes a great leader in sport, guiding students through 

practical techniques and strategies they can apply in real-life 

settings. The energy and enthusiasm from our students were 

incredible, and it’s clear they took a lot away from the 

experience. 

Our students are now excited to put their new skills into action 

as they take on roles in upcoming sports leadership events 

throughout the year. We can’t wait to see how they inspire and 

motivate the next generation through their leadership! 

Well done to all involved — this is just the beginning of an 

exciting journey in sports leadership! 
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Year 8 students Sharpen Their Skills at Fencing Activity 

Morning 

Last Friday, our secondary students had the exciting opportunity 

to take part in a Fencing Activity Morning. Guided by 

experienced instructors, students were introduced to the 

fundamentals of the sport, including footwork, basic techniques, 

and safety practices. The session was both energetic and 

engaging, allowing students to challenge themselves in a new 

and dynamic way. It was wonderful to see their enthusiasm, 

focus, and sportsmanship on full display. A big thank you to the 

instructors and staff who helped make the morning a great 

success 
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Year 11 and 12 Students Lead the Way at Fencing Activity 

Morning 

We were proud to see our Year 11 and 12 students step up as 

Sports Leaders during the recent Fencing Activity Morning for 

younger secondary students. Acting as mentors and role models, 

they supported the sessions by helping with equipment, guiding 

drills, and encouraging participation. Their leadership, 

enthusiasm, and positive attitude contributed to a fun and 

successful morning for all involved. Well done to our Sports 

Leaders for representing the school so well! 
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PE Events/Fixtures for next week: 

Monday 13th October-Yr 8 football vs Trevlynn (A) 

Wednesday 15th October- Year 11 netball league evening @ HGS 

Thursday 16th October- Yr 3/4 football festival @Slough town. 

Sports leaders to officiate.  

If you would like free tickets to the Slough vs Maidstone United 

football match on Saturday 25th October, Please get in contact 

with Mrs Bray for details. K.bray@st-jospehs.slough.sch.uk 

 

Enter the Trunks Across the Thames Student Art Competition  

 

• This competition is open to ALL STUDENTS  

(you don’t have to study art!) 

• You can design the whole elephant or part of it (E.g. tusk or trunk). 

There is a stencil you can use if you wish- ask Mrs Burby for it- or 

be creative and use your own!  

• Send entries to j.kemp@tvlp.org.uk  

^Or ask Mrs Burby for more information.  

• Need more inspiration or would like some support in school? Mrs 

Chambers is hosting a club for this next Wednesday 15th October 

after school in the Art room to offer guidance, ideas and resources- 

all are welcome to show up!  

• Winners will paint the actual sculpture that will be displayed along 

the Thames. You can work in pairs if you wish!  

mailto:K.bray@st-jospehs.slough.sch.uk
mailto:j.kemp@tvlp.org.uk
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Breakfast Club 

 

Breakfast Club is available from 7:30am to 8:15am, which is complimentary to all 

students. 

 

Logging your Child’s Absences and Appointments  

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

We kindly remind you of the following procedures for reporting your child’s absence to ensure smooth 

communication and accurate record-keeping: 

• Absences must be reported exclusively via ClassCharts. 

• Absences should be reported by 8:00am on the day of absence. 

• For medical and health appointments: 

o Please notify us in advance via ClassCharts. 

o Upload supporting documentation (e.g., proof of appointment). 

o Absences without proof will be marked as unauthorised. 

• For other types of absence requests: 

o Follow the same ClassCharts reporting procedure. 

o Supporting information may be required (e.g., full outbound and inbound flight details, 

including booking dates, for travel abroad). 

o If additional information is needed, the school will contact you directly. 

• Please refrain from emailing the school office (office@st-josephs.slough.sch.uk) or your child’s 

teachers directly about absences. 

o All absence notifications must be submitted to the Attendance Officer via ClassCharts to 

be processed correctly. 

Please find attached a PDF guide with step-by-step instructions on how to report absences through 

ClassCharts. 

Thank you for your continued cooperation and support in helping us safeguard and ensure high levels of 

attendance for your child. 

Kind regards, 

Miss Lungeanu 

office@st-josephs.slough.sch.uk  

mailto:office@st-josephs.slough.sch.uk
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Homework 

“The importance of homework to educational achievement cannot be denied. If pupils receive appropriate 

homework and do it on a regular basis over a five-year period, they will, in effect, be receiving the equivalent 

of at least one additional year of full-time education” ‘Improving Secondary schools’ 

At St Joseph, we believe that homework is important to: 

• Prepare for, consolidate and embed work covered in lessons to support learning; 

• Encourage responsibility for, and ownership of, learning through ‘flipped learning’ activities; 

• Enhance study skills e.g. planning, time management and self-discipline; 

• Broaden and extend the school curriculum; 

• Engage parental co-operation and support; 

 

Tips to help support your child with homework: 

• Regularly check Classcharts, ask them to show you completed homework against ClassCharts 

assignment. 

• Create a homework schedule: A schedule can help your child stay organized and keep track of 

what's due.  

• Choose a homework area: Pick a dedicated place for homework and gather the necessary supplies.  

• Limit distractions: Turn off electronics and put away cell phones to help your child focus.  

• Motivate your child: Alternate motivators, such as "homework then computer" or "homework then 

a favourite video". Use positive words of encouragement when your child is working well 

Homework Expectation 

Each subject gives specific guidance to students regarding homework expectations. Below are the minimum 

general homework expectations. 

Key Stage 3 

• Maths, English, Science, RE – once per week for 10 -30 mins 

• History, Geography, MFL, History, Art, Computing, Music, Technology, Drama fortnightly 10-30min 

Key Stage 4 

• All subjects once per week for 30 mins 

Key Stage 5 (Flipped Learning) 

• Sixth Form students are required to match every hour of lesson time with an hour of independent 

study outside of the classroom. 

• Flipped homework should form the basis of the tasks, enabling students to prepare for their next 

lessons and use their knowledge to develop deeper understanding and practice the associated 

skills. 
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Dates for the Diary 

 

Date What’s On 

Mon  13th Oct  

Tue   14th Oct  

Wed  15th Oct St Teresa Feast Day 
Hairspray the Musical!  

Thu   16th Oct Hairspray the musical! 

Fri     17th Oct Hairspray the musical! 

 
 
 

Date What’s On 

Mon 3rd Nov First day of Term 
All souls’ day 

Tue 4th Nov  

Wed 5th Nov   

Thu 6th Nov  

Fri 7TH Nov   
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Clubs 
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