
Newsletter 06th February 2026 

 

Head Teachers Message  

Dear Parents and Carers,   

Hope you are all safe and well. Link to the latest video is: Head Teachers Message 06th Feb 

2026  

Please like and subscribe to be made aware of all new and exciting St Josephs content.  

St Joseph, pray for us. 

22. Theme of the week 8th February 2026 

 

https://youtu.be/iCRjkKDBJPs
https://youtu.be/iCRjkKDBJPs


 

 

 

 



 

Year 7 News 

We have got one more week to go after today! Please remember we have a full day on 

Friday next week so we will be finishing at 3.15PM. We will then have one week off and then 

we are back for Spring Term 2 where there will be lost of excitement including Parents 

Evening. 

Have a lovely weekend 

Mr Cooper-Santos – Head of Year 7 

Year 8 News 

The Year 8s had a good week, receiving a total of 780 positive points. Well done to all 

students for their positive attitude to learning. Congratulations to 8 Cecilia, winning the 

Bring Me House competition. 



There has been an increase in negative points, mainly due to incomplete or missing 

homework and students arriving late to school or lessons. It is imperative that all homework 

is completed by the set due dates. Students must also ensure that they arrive at school and 

lessons on time, as lateness directly impacts learning and progress. 

Have a good week end! 

Mrs Viegas - Head of Year 8 

Year 9 News 

Thank you to all parents and carers who attended Parents’ Evening yesterday afternoon. We 

hope the conversations held were positive and informative, and that they helped to support 

you moving forward. 

The Year 9 options window opened yesterday. Please ensure that the forms sent out are 

completed and submitted by 9.00am on Wednesday 11th.  

We would also like to make parents aware that there has been a slight increase in 

behavioural Xs over recent weeks. I ask for your continued support in encouraging students 

to remain focused, on task, and meeting expectations in lessons so that learning time is used 

effectively. 

Look after you loved ones,  

Mr Hunt – Head of Year 9 

Year 10 News 

This week Year 10 achieved an 86% positive ratio. This dip is largely due to a significant 

increase in Homework Xs. Please check your child’s ClassCharts regularly to ensure 

homework is being completed on time, consistent homework completion is essential for 

strong GCSE progress. 

We have also seen a noticeable rise in lateness, with 32 instances recorded this week. 

Punctuality matters. Please ensure your child is through the school gates before 8:20am to 

avoid being late to line up and receiving a late sanction. 

Well done to everyone who took part in this week’s house competition, “Bring Me”—great 

energy and teamwork across the year group. With one more week until half term, let’s push 

for high standards right through to the end.  

Have a great weekend. God bless. 

Mr Whiteside - Head of Year 10 



Year 11 News 

Year 11 students received their PPE results on Friday, marking an important milestone as 

they continue their preparation for the summer exams. These results provide a valuable 

snapshot of current progress and help identify strengths as well as areas for further 

improvement. 

Our Parents’ Evening on Thursday 26th February offers an excellent opportunity to discuss 

your child’s performance directly with their teachers. We strongly encourage parents and 

carers to use this time to talk through PPE outcomes, set clear next steps, and explore how 

best to support progress moving forward. 

This week there has been a lot of x's given for lateness. Polite reminder; please ensure you 

are on the Upper School playground for line up no later than 8:23 am. 

Looking ahead, next week we will be holding an Awards Assembly, where we will celebrate 

individual success within lessons. This will recognise students’ effort, commitment, and 

achievement, and I look forward to acknowledging the hard work many students have 

shown this term. 

Have a lovely weekend :) 

Miss Joseph – Head of Year 11  

Year 12 News 

It has been an amazing week for Year 12 students. They have been earning lots of positive 

points and attendance figures have also risen this week.  

During form time I have had the pleasure of seeing the student coaches continue to develop 

their relationships with the younger students. One of our core school values is being loving 

and compassionate and this is truly seen in the way the students support and encourage 

their coachees.  

This week has also seen a number of students go above and beyond their studies by taking 

part in sports leadership, helping out a parents evening and running house competitions. We 

really do have a great bunch of students and it is great to see them develop skills that will 

take them far in the future. 

I hope you all have a fantastic weekend, 

Mrs Finn – Head of Year 12 



Year 13 News 

Year 13 have had a great week and this has been shown in the number of positive points 

they have earnt this week. Top categories for positive points were oracy, good work and 

being learned and wise. 

On Monday the students will receive the results of their recent PPE examinations. It is 

important that whilst we celebrate their successes we remember that the journey is far from 

over and there is a lot of hard work to do between now and their summer exams. On 

Thursday we held a session on the next steps for UCAS and hopefully the students now feel 

confident in choosing their firm and insurance choice universities.  

I have been in touch with the University or Portsmouth and they have kindly offered to put 

on a webinar for parents and students to provide information on student finance. The 

webinar will take place on Monday 16th March at 7pm and a link will be sent out via class 

charts to allow you to register. If you are unable to make it on the evening of the 16th then 

you can still register and a recording will be sent after the event. 

I hope you have a wonderful weekend 

Mrs Finn - Head of Sixth Form 

Students of the Week 

Year 7: Izabela Kociolek & Ayden Ricalde for excellent starts to the new term! 

Year 8: Amelia Dsouza and Filip Draminski for receiving the most positive points this week 

Year 9: Klaudia Kusmierz & Albert Garniewski  

Year 10: Mia Brennan for great singing in assembly and lots of positive points, Victor 

Dobrowolski for being a huge help and gaining lots of positive points. 

Year 11: Mikah Aungon and Szymon Pazdyka for receiving the most positive points this 

week  

Year 12: Sasha Haas for living out the pupil profile values in all she does and Vince 

Lacsamana for working hard in all his subjects 

Year 13: Oskar Belniak for excellent work in Spanish and Ana Passos for being selected to 

represent Berkshire in  English Schools Cross-Country Championship 



Homework Superstars 

 

Maya Bonczuk 7 Teresa 

Mia Brennan 9 Jerome 

Ana Passos 12 Mark 

    Well done to our Homework superstars of the week! 



YEAR 9: Important information from the Berkshire NHS 

Immunisation Team about upcoming Vaccinations 

 

 



House Competition 

Yesterdays House Competition was Bring Me. this comprised of students battling against 

each other to find things to earn points. Great fun was had by all. A big shout out to Leya, 

Erish, Chloe, Vittorio and Winners who won for their Houses. Overall victors were Jerome 

house, Well done. Next week's house competition is Push up Mash up. Looking forward to 

seeing you there. 

Have a great weekend  

Mrs Dunleavy  

 



 

 



 

Year 7 & 8 Dodgeball 

 

On Wednesday, a group of Year 7 and 8 students took part in a dodgeball competition. The 

students performed exceptionally well, demonstrating excellent skill and teamwork while 

showcasing the key principles of dodgeball: dodge, duck, dip and dive. 



Special mention to Martyna who was recognised by various different schools for her 'ninja 

like' dodgeball skills 

Well done to Ethan, Daniel, Martyna, Michaela, Julia, Lukretsia, Naomi, Electra, Mavrick and 

Mark 

ST JOSEPH'S HIGH SCHOOL BIKEABILITY LEVEL 3 PARENT LETTER 

 



Safer Internet Day 2026 on the 10th of February 

 

Theme: Smart tech, safe choices–Exploring the safe and responsible use of AI 

Safer Internet Day 2026 will take place on the 10th of February 2026, with celebrations and 

learning based around the theme ‘Smart tech, safe choices – Exploring the safe and 

responsible use of AI’. 

We would be delighted if you could join us in celebrating the day by continuing the 

conversation at home. To help you with this, you may be interested in downloading the free 

Safer Internet Day  Resources for Parents and Carers which is available 

at: saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day tips-for-parents-and-carers. 

There are top tips, quizzes, and films which you can use at home with your child. 

 Some other resources which you may find helpful in supporting your child online are: 

• Tips, advice and guides for parents and carers from the UK Safer Internet Centre  

(saferinternet.org.uk/parents) 

• Advice for parents and carers from Childnet (childnet.com/parents-and-carers) 

• Reviews and information about games, apps, TV shows and websites from Common 

Sense Media (commonsense.org) 

• Help on using parental controls and privacy settings from Internet Matters  

(internetmatters.org./controls) 

• Information and reporting of online grooming or sexual abuse 

from CEOP (ceop.police.uk) 

Online safety is an important issue which, as a school, we’re committed to teaching our 

children about. 

If you have any concerns or questions about keeping your child safe online, please do get in 

touch with Mrs Jackson-Bickersteth,  your child's Head of Year or Form Tutor. 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2025/tips-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/
https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/


Thank you for your continued support.  

Geography Club 

Exploring Coastal Erosion Through Model Making 

Members of the Geography Club have been exploring coastal erosion in a creative  and eco-

friendly way by building erosional coastline models using old newspapers.  

By moulding and layering the newspaper, students were able to model how the sea shapes 

the land through processes such as hydraulic action, abrasion, attrition and solution. The 

finished models clearly showed features like wave-cut platforms, arches stacks and stumps, 

helping everyone visualise how coastlines change over time. 

Well done to all the Geography Club students involved.  



 

 

 



 

 

Year 7 Geography trip to the Living Rainforest 

 

On Tuesday, 15 Year 7 students enjoyed an exciting geography trip to The Living Rainforest in 

Newbury, where they stepped straight into a tropical world without leaving the UK. 

  

As they explored the warm glasshouses, students learned about tropical rainforest climates, 

plant adaptations and biodiversity. They saw a wide range of exotic plants and animals up 

close, including colourful birds, reptiles and insects, and discovered how each is specially 

adapted to survive in hot, wet conditions. 

  

The visit brought classroom learning to life, helping students understand why rainforests are 

so important and the challenges they face from deforestation and climate change. Through 

guided talks and interactive activities, students asked thoughtful questions and showed 

great curiosity throughout the day. 

  



The behaviour and enthusiasm of the group was excellent, and they represented the school 

brilliantly.  

Design and Technology News   

Year 8 have had a focus on exploring and developing skills and knowledge in working with 

polymers. They have also been working on their graphics skills. Their 'designer' soaps should 

be complete and heading home soon. We hope the pupils remember some of the processes 

and techniques for future projects and tasks. This knowledge is nearly always tested in the 

GCSE examination! 

 

A designer inspired soap and package, showing great thought to packaging details 



 

Really great graphics on this designer soap 

 

Some lovely details on this designer soap. 



DT Club 

It was a busy Make it Monday this week. Our fabulous Designeers finished some brilliant 

crosses and started making mini lights- very fitting for Candlemas which was celebrated on 

that day, they will be finished this coming week and will hopefully glow and spread positivity, 

hope and love. 

 

 



 

 

Make It Elective. 

Pupils have worked with hand tools, workshop equipment and machinery, they have also 

been introduced to CAD/CAM. These brilliant boxes were finished this week, and next week 

we aim to spread a little love again in celebration of St Valentine! 



 

D+T Stars 

Well done to the Design and Technology stars this fortnight 

 Amelia Dsouza, Izabela Kociolek, Lucja Majewska. 

Thankyou for your efforts in lessons and positive attitudes to your Learning. Keep up the 

good work. 

Boardgames and Puzzles Elective Spring 1 update 

 



 

Ms S Shaw, Miss M Scott & Mr I Kiryar have been working closely together to manage this 

eventful and entertaining elective to ensure that our students from all key stages, bond and 

have some fun time together..Mr Kiryar has been brilliant, not only making his own games 

but motivating his students to think up and make their own! His sense of humour and 

teacher participation is exemplary. Ms Scott has been patient and kind, encouraging some of 

our younger years to participate in games with older students. 

A mix of competitive and gentler activities range from  Harry Potter Cluedo, Monopoly & 

Connect, to Scrabble Twists and Turns, Science Cube and World Flag Puzzles. Ms Shaw's own 

favourite is traditional Scrabble in a variety of languages (with varying letter counts of course 

- there are more Q and Z in French than English!) Some students have been bringing in their 

own super games to share with their peers.  The photos show the joy and concentration on 

the faces of some of students in different year groups. Here are some quotes to illustrate 

how they feel about the successful elective recently. 

YEAR 7 MARK - Olivia K,  Martyna B, Jennina R, Jake K, Jimmy L, Kacper N & Nathanael 

(future Chess champion in the making!) all said: "The boardgames are very relaxing and we 

get to hang out with our friends and compete against them!" 

YEAR 8 VERONICA - Elisha P, Rosbel K, Jessica B, Michalina & Alex L all agreed: "We have 

great fun and friendship during boardgames and experience new things!" Filip D, Ethan S, 

Carl L, Chrysler F and Oli L all played their own game "Memory Zoo" and thought: "It helps 

you increase your memory, learning and helps you bond with others."  

YEAR 9 VERONICA - Blanka B, Jayleen-Rose O, Millie W, Emilia D all concurred: "Our Best 

Friends big animal puzzle is great for problem solving, dexterity and working together as a 

team". 

YEAR 10 VERONICA - Marcin G and Oritse B played many chess championships on our giant 

wooden chess board and were both in firm agreement: "Life is just like one big chess 

set!  Chess is so strategic and you have to think ahead and plan every move." 

Thank you for reading and a happy half term break to you all from the Boardgames and 

Puzzles Elective Team. Any donations or charitable contributions are always most welcome! 

If you have anything at home or stuck away in an attic/shed/garage i.e: unused or unwanted 

games in a reasonable condition to give away, we'd be so grateful so please just hand them 

into Front Office or leave in the staffroom for Ms Shaw to collect!  

Dates for the diary 

• Tuesday 10th February- KS3 badminton  

• Tuesday 10th February- Yr 11 basketball vs St Bernards (A) 



• Wednesday 11th February-Yr 8 cup bs Wexham (A) 

• Thursday 12th February- KS4 badminton  

EAL 

 

I Can do Maths 

 



Solution to last Week’s Puzzler 

 

Solution to the Break-time Teaser: 

 

Puzzler of the week 

 

Break-Time Teaser 

 

Send your answers to Mr Allinson. Complete answers will get positive points on Class Charts. 



Menu:  To see the dinner choices and price list please click HERE 

 

https://www.st-josephs.slough.sch.uk/home/parents-and-carers/catering/


Clubs 

 

 

 



 

 

Term Dates 

 

 


