
Newsletter 04th September 2026 

 

Head Teachers Message  

Dear Parents and Carers,   

Hope you are all safe and well. Click HERE for this weeks Head Teacher Message.  

Please like and subscribe to be made aware of all new and exciting St Josephs content.  

St Joseph, pray for us. 

Miss Riddles 

https://youtu.be/mu7cspknSK8


2. Theme of the Week Sheet - 6th September 2026 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Year 7 News 

 It was lovely to welcome the Year 7s to St Joseph’s on Wednesday. They have made such a 

positive start in such a short amount of time, and it has been wonderful to see them settling 

into their new routines, meeting new people and becoming part of our school community. I am 

already incredibly proud of them! 



A huge thank you to all parents who attended Welcome Evening on Thursday. It was lovely to 

meet so many of you and to have the opportunity to share some important information about 

the year ahead. We have lots of exciting things planned for Year 7, and I am really looking 

forward to seeing them grow and flourish throughout the year. 

Over the next few weeks, Form Tutors will be making their welcome phone calls home. These 

calls are a great opportunity for tutors to introduce themselves and make that important first 

contact with you as we begin our partnership for the year ahead. 

Please ensure that you take some time over the weekend to complete the Home School 

Agreement, Inclusion Agreement and sign up to ClassCharts. It is really important that these 

are completed as soon as possible so that we can ensure you have access to all the information 

and communication you need. 

Have a lovely weekend :) 

Miss Joseph - Head of Year 7 

Year 8 News 

A massive welcome back to all! I hope that we had a lovely summer. It was great to see the kids 

back in on Thursday and lovely to see how excited they all were to be back!  

As with last year we have got lots of great things to look forward to over the next Academic Year. 

I will be talking about all of these wonderful events, days and moments that the Year 8s will be 

experiencing this year on Wednesday 9th September at 5pm at our annual Welcome Evening. 

The expectation is that all of you will be there with your child in Full School Uniform. Please 

confirm attendance via ParentPay by the end of Monday 7th, letters with more information 

went home with students on Thursday.  

I do very much look forward to being this year groups Head of Year for a second year! 

Have a lovely weekend 

 Mr Cooper-Santos - Head of Year 8 

Year 9 News 

A very warm welcome back to all the Year 9s and your families. I hope you all had an enjoyable 

and restful summer break. 



It was a pleasure to see the Year 9s back in school on Thursday and to see how enthusiastic they 

were to return. It has been wonderful to see them settling back into school life and beginning 

the new academic year positively. Please also ensure that you take some time over the weekend 

to read and sign the Home School Agreement and Inclusion Agreement in your child’s journal.  

There are many exciting opportunities to look forward to this academic year, with a wide range 

of events, experiences and activities planned for the Year 9s. I will be sharing further details 

about these at our annual Welcome Evening on Wednesday 9th September at 5.00pm.I ask that 

all parents/carers attend the evening with their child, who should be wearing full school 

uniform. Please confirm your attendance via ParentPay by the end of Monday 7th September. 

Letters containing further information were sent home with students on Thursday. 

I am very much looking forward to the academic year ahead and to seeing the Year 9s make the 

most of all the opportunities and experiences available to them. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Mrs Viegas - Head of Year 9 

Year 10 News 

A very warm welcome back to all of our Year 10 students. I hope you’ve had a restful and 

enjoyable summer and are feeling refreshed for the exciting year ahead. Year 10 is an important 

milestone as you begin your GCSE and BTEC courses.  

Our expectations remain the same: excellent attendance, punctuality, full school uniform and a 

positive attitude in every lesson. Please make sure you arrive each day with the correct 

equipment.  

Year 10 Welcome Evening is on Tuesday 8th September. It is essential that both parents and 

students attend, as vital information about the year ahead will be shared. Please confirm your 

attendance via ParentPay. 

Please can parents also ensure the Home School Agreement and Inclusion Agreement is 

signed and the journals are signed for the new academic year.  

Finally, I am proud of how all students have returned from the summer break and made such a 

positive start of the past two days. Overall, uniform, equipment and behavioural standards are 

excellent and I'm excited for the year ahead.  

Look after you loved ones, 

Mr Hunt - Head of Year 10 



Year 11 News 

Welcome back to Year 11 — a hugely important year for our students. 

This year will move quickly, and we want every student to leave St Joseph’s knowing that they 

achieved everything they were capable of. To do that, we will need your support at home. 

Please be as engaged and available as possible when it comes to your child’s learning: checking 

homework, discussing progress, encouraging revision and reinforcing the importance of 

attendance, punctuality and high standards. 

Our Year 11 Welcome Evening takes place on Monday at 5:00pm. All Year 11 students and 

parents/carers are expected to attend, and students must attend in full school uniform. This will 

be an important opportunity to set out expectations, key information and how we can work 

together throughout this crucial year. 

Please also make sure you are regularly logging into ClassCharts and checking what homework 

your child has been set. On our very first day back, too many Year 11 students received 

Homework Xs for incomplete or missing work. That standard has to improve immediately. 

Homework is an essential part of GCSE preparation, and we really need your support at home in 

ensuring deadlines are met. 

Students have also received their new school journals for the first term. Please take some time 

to look through these with your child. The Home–School Agreement must be signed, alongside 

any other relevant pages requiring a parent/carer signature, and students should return with 

these completed. 

Year 11 is a fresh opportunity. The expectations are high because the stakes are high, but so is 

the potential within this year group. Our message remains simple:  

Effort turns potential into achievement. 

Thank you in advance for your continued support. Let’s work together to make this a successful 

Year 11. 

God Bless, 

Mr Whiteside - Head of Year 11 

Year 12 News 

Welcome to Year 12! It has been wonderful to see so many familiar faces and some new ones as 

well joining Sixth Form this week.   



There has inevitably been a lot of administration to get through over the last few days with a bit 

more yet to come, but by now all students have begun to dive into their studies and the overall 

atmosphere has been generally very positive.  Big thanks to those students who already 

volunteered to help at a school event last night and for all those who have already expressed an 

interest in Student Leadership - it is an impressive start!  

Just a quick reminder about our Year 12 Welcome Evening next Tuesday 8th September at 5pm.  

This meeting is really important time to relay some vital information to parents and students 

about the year ahead.  It will last about an hour and there will be an opportunity to meet form 

tutors as well. Please can you confirm your attendance on ParentPay.  Just a quick reminder 

about uniform - we do have some specific guidance on this which is set out clearly in the Sixth 

Form handbook which all students should have no received.  If you have any questions please 

do not hesitate to ask.  We look to seeing all of you next Tuesday! 

Have a good weekend! 

Miss Stevens - Deputy Head of Sixth Form 

Mrs Finn - Head of Sixth Form 

Year 13 News 

Welcome back to Year 13 - a critically important year in the lives of our students!  

It was a pleasure to see all of them return on Thursday and a good tone was set from day one, 

with students showing real focus and determination in lessons as well as private study periods.   

This is the point in time where significant decisions begin to be made that will affect the course 

of their young life so there needs to be plenty of careful thought and planning.  Please do 

continue to have conversations as a family about their future plans whether that will include 

applying to University or looking for a job or apprenticeship.  For those who intend to apply to 

University, they should now be working on finalising their personal statement in response to the 

guidance that they were given before the summer break.  Myself and Mrs Finn will be on hand 

to assist with this.   

They should also begin thinking about their choices of course and institution.  For Early Entry 

students who wish to apply to either Oxford or Cambridge, these deadlines are even more 

imminent.  Hopefully you will have all now heard the wonderful news now that two students 

from our previous year 13 were successful in applying to Oxbridge this year and will soon be 

packing their packs to study there.  



 As will no doubt be apparent, there is a lot to discuss and think about in planning the academic 

year ahead.  For that reason we would really urge you to attend our Year 13 Information 

evening at school next Monday 7th September.   This will give you an opportunity to learn more, 

ask questions and voice any concerns that you may have moving forwards.  The evening will 

start at 5pm and we will aim to be finished in about an hour.  Please confirm your attendance 

on ParentPay asap. 

We wish you all a great weekend and look forward to seeing you on Monday! 

Miss Stevens - Deputy Head of Sixth Form 

Mrs Finn - Head of Sixth Form 

Students of the Week 

Year 7:  All of year 7, for a great first week!  

Year 8: All of Year 8, For a positive start to the school year.  

Year 9: All students in Year 9, for their excellent attitude to learning during their first week back 

Year 10: All students in Year 10, for making a positive start to the year.  

Year 11: Kitty Wilder and Edzio Stacey for a brilliant start to a tough new term 

Year 12: Jared Fida and Nadia Sztuba for the most positive points on Classcharts and a great 

start to Sixth Form! 

Year 13: David Bialek and Shreya Sookrah for the most positive points on Classcharts and a 

great start to Year 13! 

Homework  

Student Success 

Congratulations to Victoria John and Nathanael Sumith Oommen for their outstanding 

achievements in the KS3 Seneca Summer Competition.  Victoria received the Best Submission 

Essay Award nationally  and Nathanael 1st Place for Highest Score & Learning Time in the KS3 

Seneca competition. We are very proud of them. 

 

Homework expectations  



Dear Parents/Guardians, 

“The importance of homework to educational achievement cannot be denied. If pupils receive 

appropriate homework and do it on a regular basis over a five year period, they will, in effect, 

be receiving the equivalent of at least one additional year of full-time education” ‘Improving 

Secondary schools’ 

“Homework has a high impact on learning outcomes +5 months.” ‘EEF’ 

                                               

At St Joseph, we believe that homework is important in: 

• Preparing for, consolidating and embed work covered in lessons;  

• Supporting students with learning;  

• Encouraging responsibility for, and ownership of, learning through ‘flipped learning’ 

activities;  

• Enhancing study skills e.g. planning, time management and self-discipline;  

• Broadening and extending the school curriculum;  

• Engage parental co-operation and support;  

• Preparing students for life opportunities and experiences.  

Tips to help support your child with homework: 

• Regularly check Classcharts, ask them to show you completed homework against 

ClassCharts assignment. 

• Check and sign the planner once a week to confirm that the correct home learning has 

been set and completed by your child. 

• Create a homework schedule: A schedule can help your child stay organized and keep 

track of what's due.  

• Choose a homework area: Pick a dedicated place for homework and gather the 

necessary supplies.  

• Make it positive. Make parental input a positive thing.  

• Limit distractions: Turn off electronics and put away cell phones to help your child 

focus.  

•  Take breaks: Allow your child to take short breaks during homework time.  



•  Motivate your child: Alternate motivators, such as "homework then computer" or 

"homework then a favorite video". Use positive words of encouragement when your 

child is working well. 

Thank you for your support always. 

Mrs Bickersteth. 

I Can do Maths 

 

Solution to last Week’s Puzzler 

 

Solution to the Break-time Teaser: 

 

 



Puzzler of the week 

 

Break-Time Teaser 

 

Send your answers to Mr Allinson. Complete answers will get positive points on Class Charts. 

Lunch Menu for Week 2 

 



Clubs 

PE Lunch and After school clubs  Sept 2026 

 



Term Dates 
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