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Head Teacher Message 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Hope you are all safe and well. 

My weekly video message link is 

(8) Headteacher Message - Newsletter 30 06 23 - YouTube 

Please like and subscribe to be made aware of all new and exciting St 

Josephs content.  

Link to our YouTube channel is: https://www.youtube.com/@SloughStJosephs  

Have a fantastic weekend everyone. 

St Joseph, pray for us. 

Mr Stapleton 

 

 

Newsletter 

St Joseph’s Catholic High School 

Friday 30th June 2023 

“The glory of God is a 

human being fully alive!” 

 
 

Confirmations 
 

Congratulations to some of our 

students for making their 

Confirmation last week in either 

Holy Family or Our Lady of Peace 

Church. The whole school 

community are extremely proud 

of you and we hope that the Holy 

Spirit is lived out in your actions 

and deeds. Full list of names is 

within the Newsletter… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Awards Evening 

St Joseph’s Annual Awards 

evening is on Thursday 6th July. If 

your son/daughter has won an 

award for this year they have 

been notified by their Head of 

Year and you will have received 

an invitation and a notification to 

RSVP on Parent Pay. Please do 

RSVP so that we know the 

numbers attending. 

Any questions please contact   

Mrs Paines on e.paines@st-

josephs.slough.sch.uk 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yeoC8nn8NBE
https://www.youtube.com/@SloughStJosephs
mailto:e.paines@st-josephs.slough.sch.uk
mailto:e.paines@st-josephs.slough.sch.uk


 

  

Friday, 30 June 2023 

“Unlocking Belief in All” 

 

Theme of the Week – Worthy of Me 

 
Our gospel is the last part of the discourse through which Jesus prepares his followers for ministry in a world that will not 
understand them. For a start he says that those who prefer father/mother, son/daughter to him, are not worthy of Him. 
What does this mean? Up to a certain point Christians continued to consider themselves Jews in every respect, to attend 
the synagogue and do all that Jews did. By the time Matthew wrote his Gospel though, a synod of Jewish authorities 
gathered in Jamnia to discuss the problem, and deliberated that the followers of Christ were to be considered heretics, 
cast out of the synagogues, excluded from family inheritance and socially isolated. We can imagine the impact this had 
on families, where children fell apart from parents and vice versa. Some, for the sake of peace in the family (and material 
gain) left the newly born Christian movement and went back to the Jewish tradition. JESUS HERE IS NOT SAYING THAT 
ONE MUST HATE THE FAMILY TO BE HIS FOLLOWER, but that those who accept his proposal of a New World must be 
prepared to leave behind all those things that hinder this adhesion to Him. Let’s take the example of Holy Matrimony; 
when a man and a woman get married, they LEAVE THE HOUSE OF THEIR PARENTS and become something new, they 
constitute a NEW FAMILY. This doesn’t mean that they hate their parents, but on the other hand they must protect the 
freedom of this newly created family. Many divorces happen because some men and women get married but are 
incapable of separating from their families of origin, with disastrous consequences. When Jesus started his public 
ministry, some members of his enlarged family thought he was mad and went to take him back. When someone told 
him “Your mother and brothers are here to see you”, he replied “My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s 
word and put it into practice” (Luke 8:21). Jesus had a NEW FAMILY, his followers, and he could not look back. 
 
Those who are unable to cut with their past in order to follow him, ARE NOT WORTHY OF HIM in the sense that they will 
never be able to give their entire life for the sake of the Good News of the Gospel. Freedom from attachments of all kind 
is the necessary requirement for those who follow Jesus.  
 
Then Jesus also says that unless one is willing to TAKE HIS CROSS AND FOLLOW HIM, they are not worthy of Him. Too 
often in Christian piety “taking up the cross” has been associated with embracing the physical or moral suffering that 
come to all of us. This is not what Jesus meant. Crucifixion was the most ignominious method of execution, reserved for 
criminals and traitors. After judgment and condemnation, the person was loaded with the horizontal part of the cross 
(called patibulum), and then did the walk of shame up to the place of execution. During this journey they were exhibited 
to the public scorn, abused, spat upon, insulted, stricken with stones and sticks. The person was considered a subhuman 
being, a slave, a cursed man. So, when Jesus invites us to pick up the cross, he is calling us to BE THE LAST, THE SERVANT 
OF ALL, THE MOCKED ONE, THE ONE WHO MAKES OF HIS/HER LIFE A GIFT, just like He did.  
 
Only those who are prepared to give their life for the sake of others, will find TRUE LIFE. 
In the second part of the Gospel Jesus talks about PEOPLE TO BE WELCOMED, starting from those who are worthy of 
him, those who have left behind everything to follow him, those who, like Jesus, chose to make of their life a GIFT for 
others. Jesus says: anyone who welcomes you, welcomes me and the one who sent me. What are the implications of 
this? Jesus wants to be welcomed by all people, but THROUGH US. He considers us worthy of Him and therefore makes 
us his representatives to the world. Christianity is not a set of rules, going to Mass on Sundays, saying a few prayers (which 
are all good things!), but CARRYING CHRIST WITHIN OURSELVES, imitate him in living not for ourselves but for others, 
so that His light may shine through us, and attract all people to him.  
 
Jesus also says that those who welcome PROPHETS and HOLY PEOPLE will have the same reward. A prophet is a person 
who is in harmony with the thinking of God. God does not speak from heaven, but through those servants of His who, 
through meditation of the scriptures, prayer and service of their brethren understand what God thinks and boldly 
proclaim it in the face of a hostile world, often paying the price of unpopularity and ridicule. Holy people are all those 
who speak of God through the example of a holy life. Those who welcome prophets and holy people, will be considered 
an integral part of their work of construction of the Kingdom of God. The last verse says that even a little gesture of love 
such as a glass of water given to a little one (a poor, helpless person), will make a difference in the History of God and in 
the establishment of His NEW WORLD. 
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6.30pm – 9.00pm: 'Carbs for Caritas' Fundraising Event: Pizza, Pasta and Quiz Fun!  

This event will take place in St Thomas Centre. Followed by the night prayer at 9:15pm in the Cathedral. 

Caritas Northampton is responsible for the promotion, establishment and support of various social 

outreach projects within the diocese.  One of their current outreach programmes is to establish parish 

dementia support groups within the diocese.  There is currently over 944,000 people in the UK with 

dementia and our diocese has some of the highest levels within the UK (E.g. Northampton has 8200 suffers) 

and it is estimated that 1 in 3 of us will become carers for someone with dementia in our lifetime.  We 

already have a successful pilot scheme running supporting 120+ sufferers and their families and providing 

a valuable service to the community. To be able to mirror this success in our parishes we will be holding a 

‘Carbs for Caritas’ event as part of the Becket festival. This will take place on Friday, 7th July 6.30pm – 9.00pm 

with all proceeds going towards this project.   The event will consist of a range of delicious Italian food along 

with a friends and family quiz where you will have the opportunity to win a range of great prizes.  This costs 

£10 per team (up to 6 people per team).  Please book via bishopssecretary@northamptondiocese.org 

Food Bank Fundraiser: Hog Roast and Bingo Fun! 

The St Thomas Centre foodbank has been open since 2020 helping local families in need and now supports 

over 76 families a week by ensuring they have the necessary food and toiletries. They have a dedicated 

team of volunteers and are self-funded.  All proceeds raised from this Hog Roast and Family Bingo event 

will go directly to the food bank to purchase much needed supplies.  

This event will be held in the St Thomas Centre and start directly at 7pm, after the 6pm vigil Mass at the 

Cathedral, and costs £10 per adult and £5 per child.  The Hog Roast will include crackling, apple sauce and 

stuffing in a roll, leaf salad and coleslaw and is from Sergeants butchers.  There will be an adult and family 

bingo run side by side so that everyone can join in with some fantastic prizes.  There will also be a raffle and 

spot the difference during the break. To book please contact bishopssecretary@northamptondiocese.org 

and if you would like to donate to the foodstore or you would like to make use of the services provided 

please contact the parish office on 01604 714556 or email office@northamptoncathedral.org 

 

Year 7 News 

This week all of Year7’s were issued with a bible along with an 

assembly. These will become part of the RE curriculum in Year 8. 

Next week we have sports day on Wednesday, can I remind you to 

bring sunscreen and water as we will all be outside all day. Award 

evening is Thursday and letters have gone out to the pupils who will 

be receiving awards. Our special guest is Matty Cash an ex student 

who now plays for Aston Villa.  

I hope you have a great weekend.  

Mrs Dunleavy – Head of Year 

mailto:bishopssecretary@northamptondiocese.org
mailto:bishopssecretary@northamptondiocese.org
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Word of the Week 

The word of the week is Subsequent.  This is an adjective  

‘Coming after something in time; following.’ 

E.g.  Subsequent to signing Erling Haaland, Manchester City won their first major treble. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Idiom of the Week 

Keyboard Warrior 

This describes someone who is commonly aggressive on social media and written forms of 

communication, but relatively mild and well-mannered in face to face scenarios. 

e.g. "Don't follow his Twitter, he's a true keyboard warrior." 
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Confirmations 

Following on from the front page names of the students who made their confirmation last week are: 

Ariana Maraj Richard 

Liyanaardshshige 

Mia Ramanathan Oliwier Ventura 

Romain Janot Jessica Rolff Emmanuel Ofori Michelle Njau 

Michael Njau Olivier Mahoney Kinglsey Chukwudi Keeley Canavan 

Kara Cullen George Curtis Adriel Dias Christian Piscopo 

Evans 

Eva Fernandes Jack Green Natan James Rosa Jarrett 

Yurand Kwaitkowski Darragh O’ Connor Anthony Omale Liza Pereira 

 

Amazing Year 7 French Work in Class 

 

 



 

  

Friday, 30 June 2023 

“Unlocking Belief in All” 

Year 9 Students Work 

Our Year 9 students have done an amazing research and created projects about the Refugee Crisis in 

France. 
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Amino 

Amino is a social media platform that offers a large group of sub – communities to be present under one 

digital roof almost like hosting a convention. While many of these platforms are harmless places for 

individuals to talk about the passions they share it has also been apparent that the app has shown an 

increase of grooming and also for congregating due to topics such as self-harm and suicide. While the 

community guidelines prohibit things like pornography, sexual content, hate speech and violence, these 

things may not always be enforced. This makes Amino a risk for our students and therefore we are asking 

you as parents to be vigilant if your child begins to use the Amino App. 
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Pupil Nominations of the Week 

 

 

YEAR 7 
Angel D for positive attitude in French this week. 

 
JESSICA LYSIAK and COCO JANOT in 7C For their outstanding research project work on LA BASTILLE (a 
turning point for the success of the French Revolution in 1789) Their collaboration, curiosity and 
creativity encompass school values, summarizing and giving their own opinions as well as those of 
French people. Both students presented their poster splendidly in class and performed an amazing 
French Bastille "RAP" (Jessica bravely acted out to MFL Team. 

 
RIO MOORE-FLEMMING; MARLON RODRIGUES & JOSEPH TECMON; LIV BASQUIL, NATALIA 

HAZIAK & ERIN LANGIT in 7Y1. Congratulations on your success in confidently presenting LA 
BASTILLE entirely IN FRENCH which is a valuable skill not just for exams but for ALL OUR 

lifelong language learning journey!  
 
 
 

 

YEAR 8 
For achieving the most positive points this week. 

Kosi Anyadiegwu (8 Veronica) 
Daria Mamczak (8 Veronica) 

Year 8 French students for excellent research project: 
Ryziah Perello, Santiago Wilk Caballero, Macayla A. Silva, Noni Mwaura, Natalia Zaworska 

Year 8 Spanish: Noah D and Amrita D for effort in Spanish. 
 

 YEAR 9 
Kamil K for being kind and compassionate to our new student Christian this week. 

Year 10  
Luke Codoniera, Perase Thomas, Serfine Ogosa and Hannah Marie Anaya for most positive points.   

Year 10 French students for excellent preparation for their Speaking exams: Mary Anamanya, Hannah 
Marie Anaya And Perase Thomas 

 
Year 10 Spanish students for excellent preparation for their Speaking exams: 

Niculae, Stefan, Belniak, Oskar, Roginski, Jakub, Iwanowski, Milan, Szuba, Nicola 
 

Oliver Diller for being proactive in reading this week. 


