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	Using ser and estar
There are two verbs in Spanish that mean ‘to be’: ser and estar. They are used at different times and it is important to know when to use each one.
ser

estar

before a noun

with adjectives which indicate a permanent characteristic

with adjectives of nationality

saying what time it is

with adjectives which indicate a temporary state, such as a mood

to say where something is

in continuous tenses such as the present continuous: estoy trabajando – I’m working

 


1
Complete the tables with the correct form of the present tense of ser and estar.

	estar

	Yo (I)
	

	Tú (you)
	

	Él / ella (he / she)
	

	Nosotros (we)
	estamos

	Vosotros (you pl.)
	

	Ellos / ellas (they)
	


	ser

	Yo (I)
	

	Tú (you)
	eres

	Él / ella (he / she)
	

	Nosotros (we)
	

	Vosotros (you pl.)
	

	Ellos / ellas (they)
	


2
Complete the following sentences, using the correct form of ser or estar.

1 _______________ las dos de la mañana.

2 Yo _______________ muy contento en este momento.

3 Manuel _______________ el hijo de Pablo y Beatriz.

4 Nosotras _______________ altas como nuestros padres.

5 El pueblo donde vivo _______________ en la costa.

6 Tú _______________ francesa, ¿verdad?

7 ¿Dónde _______________ los chicos?

8 Yo _______________ capitán de mi equipo de fútbol.

9 Mi hermano y yo _______________ muy tristes porque no podemos salir.

10 ¿Vosotros _______________ los amigos de David?

3
For each sentence in activity 2, write a short explanation of why you used the verb ser or estar.

1 _____________________________________________________________________________________

2 _____________________________________________________________________________________

3 _____________________________________________________________________________________

4 _____________________________________________________________________________________

5 _____________________________________________________________________________________

6 _____________________________________________________________________________________

7 _____________________________________________________________________________________

8 _____________________________________________________________________________________

9 _____________________________________________________________________________________

10 _____________________________________________________________________________________



