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During the first week of the Easter Holidays, 50 students and 6 staff members went on the school's annual 

ski trip.  It was an incredible holiday full of memorable moments and memories created that will last a 

lifetime. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Head Teacher Message 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Hope you are all safe and well. Link to the latest video is: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDkOn5f2PZ

Y&feature=youtu.be 

Please like and subscribe to be made aware of all new and exciting 

St Josephs content.  

St Joseph, pray for us. 

Mr Stapleton 
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Faith Walk 2024 

On 1 May, we 

celebrated our feast 

day, St Joseph the 

Worker. Thank you to 

all students that took 

part, an amazing time 

was had by all. 

 

 

“The glory of God is a 

human being fully alive!” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDkOn5f2PZY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDkOn5f2PZY&feature=youtu.be
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Changes to the Timings of the School Day – begins 7th of May 

 
From Tuesday the 7th May, we will be bringing our lunch period forward by one hour to support our Year 

11 and 13 students who will beginning their exams very soon. 
 

All the best of luck to those sitting exams in the coming week! 
 

Period 1 08:45 – 09:45 

Period 2 09:45 – 10:45 

Break 10:45 – 11:05 

Period 3 11:05 – 12:05 

Lunch 1 (Yr 11, 8, 9) 
Reading 1 (Yr 12, 13**, 7 and 10) 

12:05 – 12:40 

Lunch 2 (Yr 12, 13, 7 and 10) 
Reading 2 (Yr 11, 8 and 9) 

12:40 – 13:15 

Period 4 13:15 – 14:15 

Period 5 14:15 – 15:15 
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Theme of the Week – My friend if 

The Gospel on Sunday gives us one of the most memorable instructions from Jesus, “This is my 

commandment: love one another, as I have loved you.” A beautiful commandment to give and one 

in which can only bring us true happiness when truly believed in and accepted.  

In English, we use the word love a lot but sometimes we use it for things we just actually like. 

Whereas in other languages, they have many words for love and then use different words for the 

correct context it should be given in.  

So much of what we love is actually to do with self-gratification and possession. It is tied up with 

our own need for fulfilment. This then can make the learning or knowing of what God’s love means 

difficult for us to understand. The reason being is we might associate the meaning of love from our 

own experiences; how a family member, friend or someone you know shows their love for you or 

how you show it to them. Imagine you have a bag of sweets and you are with a sibling. You offer 

them a sweet because you love them, but do you give them the entire bag? Probably not and 

depending on the circumstance, you may not give them a sweet at all! It doesn’t mean you do not 

love them but based on the context our illustration of love may differ. As a result, when we try to 

understand the true meaning of God’s love it can be difficult to understand. However, the reality 

is God’s love overflows for us. Imagine a waterfall and how the water continues to pour out no 

matter what, God’s love pours out for and it is never stops. Sometimes, based on the way we feel 

or how we have acted, we may turn and think God’s love might be limited because of our actions, 

but it isn’t. The love that Jesus talks about in today’s Gospel is about obedience, willing co-

operation and sacrifice that produces joy. 

Jesus knew he would soon die and rise to new life – this was a sign of his love for everyone, not 

just you and me, but everyone! He also knew his disciples would not understand the things that 

would happen so he told them how much he loved them and asked them to share this love with 

others. Not just those who believed at the time, but to go out to everyone, believers and non-

believers and show them God’s love. We could quite easily misinterpret what Jesus says here. He 

is not saying that his love will depend on whether we obey or not, this would be a conditional love. 

Obedience in the mind of Jesus is surrender of will that can only flow from the absolute security 

of knowing ourselves loved and cherished by God. God wants the best for us and for those around 

us. Such surrender brings joy, freedom, and a delight in ‘obeying’ commands and living the loving 

way. 

Pope Saint John Paul II said, “We are not the sum of our weaknesses and failures. We are the sum 

of the Father’s love for us”. This too is a beautiful quote because Pope Saint John Paul II is saying 

we have successes and failings and we will always encounter these in life but this does not define 

us. What we need to do is open our hearts and minds (maybe in prayer) and accept the endless 

love God gives us. We too can truly bear the fruit we are commissioned to grow and only then, will 

we truly be fulfilled and finally see the entirety of God’s love. 
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Year 11 News 

A huge well done to Year 11s as they started their GCSEs this week with Languages Speaking 

Exams taking place as well as the Art exam. Their motivation and commitment has been brilliant. 

Exam Periods Timetable 

Next Week Year 11s will commence with their first set of written exams. Their RE exam and BTEC 

Sports exam will be on 9th May. As such as we head into exam season, Year 11s will be following 

an Exam Periods Timetable. This will mean that whilst Year 11s will continue to attend all lessons 

up to May Half Term certain lessons will be replaced by an intervention lesson depending on 

what their immediate exams are. This is to ensure that pupils can focus on what their immediate 

concerns are in terms of revision as well as staff having the time to continue teaching and review 

critical content coming up in future exams. 

Attached you will find the spreadsheet for the Exam Periods Timetable detailing where their 

intervention lessons are. 

Year 11 Leavers Assembly 

Year 11 will have their Leavers Assembly on Tuesday 7th May Period 5 followed by a BBQ in the 

quad. We hope it is wonderful time to show our appreciation 
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Faith walk – Highlights  
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St Josephs Day – Whole School Mass 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mayor of Slough  

Cameron Martin in Year 13 arranged for the Mayor to come in and give Mr Stapleton an award for 

bravery following last years intruded incident 
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Year 7 News 
 
We had a lovely day on Wednesday with the Faith Walk, the Year 7s had a great day and behaved 
magnificently, unfortunately the staff lost to the Year 11s in the afternoon in our annual Football Game but 
the students enjoyed watching their Head of Year make many mistakes out on the pitch, I'm sure they are 
all looking forward to their turn in Year 11.  Can we please ensure that Homework is being focused on and 
being completed on time.  
 
Mr Cooper-Santos – Head of Year 7 
 
Year 8 News  
 
Year 8 were lucky enough this week to take part in the Faith Walk to Eton Fields, bringing together the 
school community to celebrate St Josephs. The whole school mass is always a time of celebration and the 
opportunity to represent our school and the catholic ethos within it.  5 Year 8 Girls represented the school 
for Flag Football and both boys and girls in the Slough 3v3 competition bringing success in both 
competitions. Next week is a Bank Holiday on Monday 6th so look forward to seeing you all back refreshed 
on Tuesday. Have a great weekend. 
 
Miss McCormack – Head of Year 8 

 

Year 8 3v3 Basketball  
 

 

 

On Wednesday a group of Year 8 students went 

to Langley Grammar and participated in a 3v3 

basketball tournament. There was a lot of hard 

competition but the St Joseph’s team; only 

narrowly lost 2 out of 6 matches to come 3rd 

overall! Well done to David, Eliza, Edzio and 

Kwame. 

 

 

 

Year 9 news 
This week the whole school celebrated St Joseph's Day with a mass held by Father Kevin followed a faith 
walk to Eton where the students were able to relax with a picnic with their friends and take part in 
activities such as tug of war and races.  The day finished with a BBQ and the staff vs students football 
match where the Year 11s 8-3! 
 

Have a lovely and restful bank holiday weekend 🙂 
Miss Joseph – Head of Year 9 
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Year 11 News  
 
Well done to everyone who took their French and Spanish speaking exams this week. The Art GCSE took 
place yesterday and today, I popped in and there were some amazing pieces of art work.  
Next week are the RE and Drama exams a big good luck to all year 11 for them. 
 
This Wednesday (May 1) was St Joseph's Day. We took a faith Walk to Eton followed by a picnic there before 
returning to school. When we returned there was a BBQ and the traditional staff V Year 11 football match. 
Well done to the team who had a considerable victory!!! 
Finally, next Tuesday is Year 11 leavers assembly. This will take place in the hall followed by shirt signing 
and a BBQ in the quad. Please ensure you bring a spare shirt in on the day.  
 
Have a great weekend! 
Mrs Dunleavy – Head of Year 11 
 
 
TVLP – United Nations 
 
What a great event we hosted last week! I cannot 

thank you enough for your collaboration and 

support. I truly believed it was worthy. The level 

of discussion and debate in St. Joseph's Model 

United Nations were way above all our 

expectations, and the feedback was outstanding. 

We also had incredible speaker guests. It was truly 

perfect. I want to mention and acknowledge 

Jennifer and Farrah for being chairs, Jeanette 

Kemp from TVLP for all the organization, and 

lastly, congratulations to Tymon Jablonski and 

Aiden Daliling for achieving the reward for the 

best delegation.  
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Multi-Cultural Day  

We are thrilled to announce that our school's annual Multi-Cultural Day celebration will be held on Friday, 

May 24, 2024! Please see more information attached to this week’s newsletter. 
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NFL Girls  

Tuesday 30th April was St Joseph’s first league game against the home team Cranford Community College. 

We started in defence with the girls getting an interception in the 2nd play, both offense and defence put 

Cranford under pressure scoring 3 Touchdowns and giving us a win in our first league game. We move on 

to our next league game on Tuesday 7th May vs Villiers. Well Done Girls!! 
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EAL NEWS English as an Additional Language 

Free Online Resources 

International Children’s digital library: this website aims to enable families to have 

access to the books of their cultures and language they live.  

http://en.childrenslibrary.org/library/books_by_language.html 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Do you know? 
Raising multilingual or bilingual children is a long-term commitment. To make 

multilingualism work for your child and family, there are things you can do each 

day and might need to think about over the long term. These things include: 
 sticking with your heritage language, even when there’s pressure to 

choose English 

 reminding yourself that using your heritage language helps to strengthen 

family bonds 

 using your heritage language to play games, read books, cook food and 

do other fun things that make it positive for your child 

 making sure your child gets plenty of chances to hear and use their 

heritage language 

Children who grow up in a family where parents have only limited English do 

better at learning English in school if they keep speaking their heritage languages 

at home. That is because a solid base in their first language makes it easier for 

them to learn a second one. 

 

http://en.childrenslibrary.org/library/books_by_language.html
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Pupil Nominations of the Week 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 7 
Kezia Antao and Jan Gadziala for receiving the most positive points 

 
 Year 8 

Marion Mwangi and Filip Kozak for Most Positive Points 

Year 9 
Ava Bellamy & Afonso Jose Reis for most positive points  

 

Year 10 
Alexander Homot and Marlena Michalowska achieved the highest number of positive points this 

week.  
 

Year 11 
Oskar Belniak and Cayden Rodrigues student of the week  

 
 

Year 12 
Mikhaella Mendoza and Bartosz Dworak for the most positive points on Classcharts. 

 

Year 13 
Reuben Jaques for his dedication to his EPQ and Julia Kolmetz for great work in English. 
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