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Head Teacher Message 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Hope you are all safe and well. 

Please see Headteacher video message on our YouTube Channel. 

Link is also below:   

Headteacher Message NEWSLETTER 05 01 24 (youtube.com) 

Please enjoy the latest St Josephs newsletter.  

St Joseph, pray for us. 

Mr Stapleton 
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Happy New Year 

from All at St 

Josephs! 

 
 

“The glory of God is a human 

being fully alive!” 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wN8NAIuBqHA


 

  

Friday, 05 January 2024 

“Unlocking Belief in All” 

 

 

Theme of the Week – Epiphany of the Lord 
 

On Sunday, we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany of the Lord. The word ‘epiphany’ 

comes from a Greek word meaning revelation or manifestation and for us, the birth 

of Christ is our sign that God is with us. In this passage from Matthew’s Gospel, we 

are introduced to the wise men. The wise men are thought to have been astrologers 

from Persia or also known as Magi (Latin for Persian priest or wise man) and their 

part in this story can resonate with many of us; the wise men represent all who seek 

God with a sincere heart. The wise men were not Jews, the faith that Jesus was, yet 

they were the one who recognised the signs that led to them knowing something 

special was to happen and as a result they travelled far to worship this new king. 

Now if we were asked to go and search for a king or queen, we would probably go 

to Buckingham Palace, Windsor Castle or another royal residence in search of this 

king or queen. The wise men did the same, they went to the palace in Jerusalem in 

their search however when they were led to a simple house in a small town with no 

regalia or giant building they found the Divine in the Ordinary. The wise men then 

presented three gifts, Gold to indicate the royalty of the child; Frankincense to 

indicate the holiness of the child and Myrrh to indicate the humanity of the Christ 

Child and after encountering Jesus they left by a new road. Unlike Herod and others 

who should have known what was happening, they were not open to the revelation 

of God in this child and seeked instead to harm him. 

In the Feast of the Epiphany, we celebrate the welcoming of all people who seek 

God. It is not just the chosen people who are invited to have faith in Jesus as Lord. 

He is significant to all who seek truth and his light draws people into a relationship 

with God. On Monday, 7th January, we also celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of the 

Lord. Here we see John the Baptist preaching ‘someone is following me, someone 

who is more powerful than I am…’, then when John baptizes Jesus in the river Jordan 

the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus with a voice from heaven saying ‘You are my Son, 

the Beloved, my favour rests with you’. Jesus is the sign of God’s love for creation 

and through who God’s love is made known to all. 

This week is a time to reflect on how far we have travelled in our own journey 

towards Jesus. What is leading you? How much progress have you made? How open 

are you to finding the divine in the ordinary?  
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Year 7 News 

Happy New Year! I hope you all had amazing Christmas breaks. It was lovely to have students back in 

today. We had a great first term in Year 7 and we are looking to build on it in the Spring Term. We have 

not got any major events for Year 7 in the Diary prior to our Half Term in February where we break up on 

the 9th of February. Please keep any eye out for any important events via the Newsletter or your Child's 

form tutor. 

Have a lovely weekend! 

Mr Cooper-Santos – Head of Year 7 

 

Year 11 News  

Happy New Year a reminder to pop on to ParentPay and confirm your space for parents evening.  

Have a great weekend! 

Mrs Dunleavy – Head of Year 11 

 

Year 11 Parents Evening 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening will take place on Thursday 11th January 2024, from 4.15pm until 6.45pm. This will 

take place in the assembly hall.  

The purpose of the evening is to meet with your child’s subject teachers to discuss their attainment and 

progress to date, as well as any concerns you may have. It is essential that you attend this evening with 

your child to help fully prepare for their GCSE Examinations in June.  

Your child will be given an appointment booking sheet this week during form time. Each appointment will 

be 5 minutes long. All students are required to attend Parents evening in full school uniform with their 

journal.  

 

Bikeability Training in School 
 

The school expects every child who cycles to have a helmet, working lights and to have completed a 
Bikeability road safety course. The Bikeability course is free will take place during school hours in the 
week commencing 8th January 2024. 
 
Your child will receive an invitation if required to attend.  
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Football News 

A really exciting opportunity has arisen in Slough for U11 and U12 footballers. The Berkshire Football 
Development Centre at Herschel Grammar school is now ready to offer football training with Brentford 
coaches. There are also clear pathways to elite and academy programmes. Trials are taking place on the 
following dates: 
 
Wednesday 17th January – Boys Development Centre trials @ 5:30 – 7:00pm 
 
Friday 19th January – Girls Development Centre trials @ 5:30 – 7:00pm 
 
Please sign up to the trial as soon as possible to secure a place. Use link provided below; 
 
GIRLS trials booking link https://book.brentfordfccst.com/event/berkshire-girls-football-development-
trials-2024/ 
 
BOYS trials booking link https://book.brentfordfccst.com/event/boys-fdc-berkshire-trials/ 
 
Password: BERKS 

Spring Term 2024 PE Clubs  

 

https://book.brentfordfccst.com/event/berkshire-girls-football-development-trials-2024/
https://book.brentfordfccst.com/event/berkshire-girls-football-development-trials-2024/
https://book.brentfordfccst.com/event/boys-fdc-berkshire-trials/
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